
In God We Trust?
Five biblical lessons for believers during an economic recession

SUMMER ’09

From Biola to the Kenyan Parliament Vaccinating Your Kids The Great Debate: Hitchens vs. Craig



To plant a seed today, please go to www.biola.edu/giving 
or call 800-632-4652 and give a life-changing gi� to the Biola Fund.  

For more information about the President’s Circle — the group of annual donors who stand with the President 
in support of the Biola Fund — please go to www.biola.edu/pc or call 562-903-4736.

 the biola fund     |     www.biola.edu/giving    |    800.632.4652



SUMMER  ’ 0 9  0 3

CONTENTS

20
39

04 Editor’s Note

05 Reader Mail

06 The Big Picture

08 President’s Perspective     

10 Red Report
News about the University and 
its students, alumni and faculty 

15 My Story    

16 Special Feature: 
Blessed Are the Peacebuilders
The unlikely journey of Kenyan Minister 
of Parliament Fred Outa (M.A., ’02)

26 Ask An Expert
The local church and the global AIDS crisis

28 Devotional  

29 In Print

30 Alumni News & Notes

31 Alumni Files  

33 Where Are They Now?  
Clayton Diltz, Laura Plascencia, Jeff Hart 
and Kellee Thompson

35 Biolans Up Close  
Brian Mayes

39 About the Bible  
Moses, shellfish and the church: What’s a
Christian to do with odd Old Testament laws?

29

THE UPSIDE OF A DOWNTURN 
God has a purpose for all things — including times of great
financial uncertainty and stress. So what is he trying to teach
his people during the current economic recession? Biola 
professors, alumni and students reflect on five biblical lessons. 

26

35

16



0 4

Publisher  Biola University
President  Barry H. Corey

President’s Administrative Council 
Greg Balsano, Vice President for University
Services; Christopher Grace, Vice President

for Student Development and University
Planning; Gary A. Miller, Provost; Adam
Morris, Vice President for Advancement;

Irene Neller, Senior Advisor to the President
for Communications and Senior Director 
of Integrated Marketing Communications; 

Carl Schreiber, Vice President for Financial
Affairs; Greg Vaughan, Vice President for

Enrollment Management

Editor  Jason Newell
Managing Editor  Brett McCracken

Art Director  Dwayne Cogdill

Editorial Board  Rick Bee (’79, M.A. ’90, 
Ph.D. ’01), Barry H. Corey, 

Brett McCracken, Brian Miller (’95), 
Adam Morris (’90, M.A. ’97, Ph.D. ’02), 

Irene Neller, Jason Newell (’02)

Faculty Advisory Council  
Kenneth Berding, Murray Decker, Craig
Hazen, Lari Mobley, Bruce Narramore,
Ivannia Soto-Hinman, Tamara Welter,

Heather Wilson

Biola Magazine is published quarterly 
by Biola University’s Integrated Marketing
Communications department and is sent to
alumni, parents, supporters and friends of
the University. Biola’s mission is biblically

centered education, scholarship and 
service — equipping men and women in 

mind and character to impact the world for
the Lord Jesus Christ.

www.biola.edu/biolamag

Send correspondence to:
Biola Magazine

13800 Biola Avenue
La Mirada, CA 90639-0001

e-mail biolamag@biola.edu
or call (562) 906-4516.

For address changes,
e-mail alumni@biola.edu

or call Constituency Records
at (562) 903-4774.

Political leaders have a long history of doing creative things with
Scripture. Such was certainly the case when President Obama
delivered a speech back in April on the nation’s economic recov-

ery efforts, biblically titled “The House Upon The Rock.” In it, amid talk
of regulation and stimulus, the president culled a dramatic lesson from
the two homebuilders at the end of one of his favorite biblical passages,
the Sermon on the Mount. 

As you may recall from the old Sunday school song, the passage features
a wise man who built his house upon the rock and a foolish man who chose
the sand. When the rains came down and the floods came up, the house on
the rock stood firm. The house on the sand? Splat.

Borrowing from their example, Obama offered this lesson: “We cannot
rebuild this economy on the same pile of sand. We must build our house
upon a rock. We must lay a new foundation for growth and prosperity.”

It’s a good visual, to be sure, but you don’t need to be a Talbot School of
Theology professor to realize that this isn’t exactly where Jesus was going
with the analogy. In fact, the point was actually quite the opposite.

In no uncertain terms, Christ was offering his hearers a choice between
two foundations: rock and sand. Jesus and not Jesus. The one who “hears
these words of mine and does them,” he said, had found the only sure foot-
ing. The ones who didn’t — namely the Pharisees, who prided themselves on
their own righteousness and sought their own earthly glory — were destined
for ruin.

It’s interesting to note that earlier in the same sermon, some of the very
words that Jesus called his followers to “hear and do” dealt explicitly with
financial stability: “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth.” “You
cannot serve God and money.” “Do not be anxious about your life, what you
will eat or what you will drink.” “Seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness.” 

Treating prosperity as a rock, it seems, is a mark of a sandy life.
With this issue’s cover story, we look to the truth of God’s Word for les-

sons to be learned in a time of plummeting stocks, skyrocketing unemploy-
ment rates, foreclosures and failing businesses. The economic storms of the
past year have been severe, and our aim is certainly not to minimize hard-
ships or shrug off difficult situations with a Bible verse. Many people —
including a great number of Biola students and their families — have had to
face incredibly challenging circumstances over the past year. 

But in these uncertain times, there is great comfort and reassurance to
be found in God and his Word, our true Rock. We can boldly proclaim, in the
words of another song:

On Christ, the solid rock, I stand
All other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand 

ED I TOR ’S  NOTE  

B IOLA

Rock and Sand

Jason Newell (’02)
Editor    
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The Gospel: 
Spiritual and Physical

Tell us what you think!  
E-MAIL

biolamag@biola.edu

MAIL
Reader Mail 

Biola Magazine 
13800 Biola Avenue 

La Mirada, CA, 90639

WEB SITE 
www.biola.edu/biolamag

Opinions should be a maximum of 200
words and include full name, city and

state, and class year (if applicable). They
may be edited for length and clarity. 

Encouraging Testimony
Great read in the latest mag. Particularly, it was
most encouraging and challenging to read of
Javier Toyos’ walk with the Lord (“Biolans Up
Close,” Spring 2009). I’m persuaded he stands
forth as an example of what the university is all
about. Yes, “Let us arise, and go forward!”   

Rev. Keneth Grissom
La Crescenta, Calif.

What About the Bigger Picture?
When I opened the Spring 2009 edition of
Biola Magazine, I was immediately caught by
the beautiful two-page photo spread of a Biola
mission trip to Malawi (“The Big Picture”).
The photo, by Shannon Leith, was not only
well done, but also inspiring. But then I read
the caption. It claimed that this month-long
mission trip had resulted in “nearly 1,500
people [who] had professed faith in Christ for
the first time” and 13 baptisms. Maybe I
should have been happy to hear that, but all I
could think was: Where is the church? Nine
Biolans went out and preached Christ and
then left. Who will be there to disciple these
new converts? Will they turn out to be like the
seeds sown in rocky soil, which sprang up fast

but withered away because they had no roots
(Matt. 13)? It has always troubled me how
many Christian mission trips, conferences,
and camps result in hundreds or thousands of
“saved” souls. They may be “saved” for the
day, or week, but who will nurture them or
grow them in Christ? While we are quick to
publicize these “new decisions” for Christ, we
rarely showcase the aftermath. Perhaps
because it would demonstrate our neglect?

Heather Souza (’02, M.A. ’05)
Fullerton, Calif.

Editor’s Note: Thank you for raising an important
point, Heather. As a general rule, Biola’s Student
Missionary Union plans its short-term trips in part-
nership with long-term missionaries. With this par-
ticular trip, the student team partnered with an
organization that makes ongoing trips to areas of
Malawi. In each village, the students partnered with
the ministry of a local church, and new converts were
connected with a local pastor and given direction
about how to grow in their faith. 

Travel Companion
One of the best perks for an alumnus is this
magazine.  As someone who is traveling all the

time, it is extremely refreshing to be reading a
magazine that is both entertaining and thought
provoking. Even better, you can’t buy this at the
magazine stands in the airports. However, this
deserves to be at the front shelf! I look forward to
every issue. Keep it up, Biola.    

Frank Lee (M.A. ’05)
Chino Hills, Calif.

It’s hard for us living in the United States, with wonderful physical blessing, to fully
grapple with the topic of spiritual or physical gospel (Re: “The Church in a ‘Missional’
Age,” Spring 2009); in reality it is a “both-and” issue that we’ve made into a false

dichotomy. Where four out of five people daily live on less than $10 worldwide, I have lit-
tle in common with the world’s poor — the Sudanese couple deciding today between
feeding their goats or their children or the father who sells his daughter to a brothel in
Mumbai. The gospel to an AIDS widow in Phnom Penh cannot simply bring her spiritu-
al comfort and hope, but needs to — if we are to follow Jesus’ example — look at all
her needs. Our compassion and service to her authenticates who Jesus is and lives out
the “Word becoming flesh” (John 1:14). Jesus’ desire that we “have life and have it
abundantly” (John 10:10) goes far beyond one’s coming to the Lord and involves posi-
tively changing society around us so that people will flourish in their walk with Him. As
Jesus leads us in “destroying the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8), we must enter into all
aspects where that work currently is, so that the banner of Christ can be lifted high and
we can fully “impact the world for the Lord Jesus Christ.”

David Costillo (’00, M.A. ’07)
Church Relations Director, West Coast Region

World Relief
Garden Grove, Calif.
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THE  B IG  P I CTURE

Serene Scene   
Tucked away on the eastern edge of campus, Biola’s new Olive Grove Park gives students a place where
they can get away from it all without ever setting foot off campus. The grove, set on the last remains of
publishing giant Andrew McNally’s sprawling olive orchard, opened Feb. 25 to coincide with the
university’s 50th anniversary in La Mirada. Here, student Claire Andrews takes a moment to enjoy the
serene setting as morning dawns. 
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Back in April, Paula and I walked into
Chase Gymnasium for what the front page
of the next day’s Whittier Daily News called

“The Great Debate.” Biola philosopher William
Lane Craig and the popular anti-theist Chris -
topher Hitchens, before an audience of over
4,000 on campus and thousands more watching
“live” across the nation and internationally,
debat ed the existence of God.

Some might have reflected on the energy in
the gym before the debate as being like the
“Thrilla in Manila,” the legendary bout between
Joe Frazier and Mohammed Ali. I was 13 when
these two heavyweights entered that 1975 ring, so
I’ll withhold comment. What I can comment on
is this: The capacity and overflow crowds that
night in La Mirada, not the night in Manila, knew
that the evening would be a grappling with the
fundamental question of the whether or not
there is a God.

If you want to read a thoughtful play-by-play
commentary on the debate, Biola philosophy
professor Doug Geivett posted a wonderful piece
on his blog: http://douggeivett.wordpress.com.

There was no coincidence to the timing of
this event defending the claims of Christ — our

resurrected Redeemer — on the eve of Palm
Sunday and the threshold of Holy Week. Biola
University stood tall as we hosted what I believe to
be one of the most significant events in our recent
past. I had been praying for the debate increasing-
ly as the date approached, and I found myself
praying during the debate as well that scales would
begin to fall from eyes blinded by skepticism and
that the Holy Spirit would empower Dr. Craig. It
was truly one of the university’s more “electric”
moments since I have been at Biola, and I suspect
even well before my arrival.

I shared by letter with Dr. Craig my pro-
found appreciation for his thoughtful articula-
tion, his respectful demeanor, his keen intel-
lect and his unashamedness of the gospel. This
was Biola University at her best, engaging in
the world of ideas without apology or cow-
ardice. As Dr. Craig in respectful tones invited
those listening to consider following Jesus,
this demonstrated the heart of Biola’s past,
present and future. We must be to the world
more than an academy of intellectual acumen
and biblical convictions. We must from this
posture demonstrate that we are a community
that cares about a broken world in need of the

transformation that comes only through the
redemptive work of Christ. 

April 4 was a highlight for me in my young
role here, and it lifted my sights of where we are
and where we yet can go as a university. Craig
Hazen gave wonderful leadership to the evening,
and I cannot say enough about his giftedness in
this arena. I was also proud of our students for
their initiative and for Eric Weaver as student
body president for believing Biola was more than
capable of taking on the anti-theistic thought-
leaders of the day.  

As I write this article for our Biola Magazine,
I am reminded that Biola University has a unique
place in the world of higher education and the
marketplace of ideas. Fortifying my convictions
about Biola’s place in the world of thought is the
fact that tonight I am in a St. Louis hotel room,
having just returned from an alumni event host-
ed by a gracious family in this city. During the
past few hours, I had a snapshot into the lives of
graduates who are making a mark for the good in
their respective careers and fields of study.
Tonight I met and heard stories from a young film
graduate producing a documentary on living on
$1.25 a day as he grapples with the origins and
effects of poverty in Africa. I chatted with four
students in doctoral programs studying philoso-
phy in order to enter the academy and teach from
a fundamental belief in God. One of our gradu-
ates I met is a professor at Washington University
Law School and another graduate is a student
there. Two are popular bloggers with conver-
santlife.com, a growing site for thoughtful
Christians to engage in the world of ideas. I stand
in awe of these graduates and their place at the
table as thought leaders.

The debate night in early April pulled
together so much of what I believe is good about
Biola, and what is exciting about serving at a place
that is unashamed to take on the leading skeptical
thinkers so that we, in the words of Paul, are able
to “demolish arguments and every pretension
that sets itself up against the knowledge of God,
and we take captive every thought to make it obe-
dient to Christ.”

Many of you reading this magazine have
been students at Biola University (or College or
Institute). Others of you have invested your
financial resources into this university’s mission.
Some of you have daughters and sons now study-

Seated at the Table of the Great Debate

PRES IDENT ’S  PERSPECT IVE   
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Barry H. Corey

President of Biola University; visit his
office online at www.biola.edu/
president or on Facebook. 
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ing here in majors like film or journalism, nurs-
ing or kinesiology, English or business. Maybe
you’re reading this magazine because you just
saw it lying around and the cover piqued your
interest. Whoever our readers may be, as presi-
dent I want to state clearly that our aspiration at
Biola is that — from our biblical worldview and
commitment to spiritual formation — we will be a
university respected for its academic quality,
community vitality and relevant contributions to
the crucial discussions of our time.  

It was John Wesley who said, “The first pri-
ority of my life is to be holy, and the second goal
of my life is to be a scholar.”

Biblical conviction is at our core at Biola. We
are people of the Word, of faith in God, of our
commitment to a biblical worldview. But we are
also an academic community, where the convic-
tions of our hearts must feed into the complex
pursuits of our minds. At Biola, we believe that
the heart and mind must always be in conversa-
tion. Our biblical convictions and transformed
hearts should push us to a passionate intellectual
life, where we understand that grasping God and
being grasped by him are ultimately two sides of
the same coin. 

That’s why Biola must be as committed to
academic quality as it is to biblical fidelity. We can
be believers in the strongest sense of the word, but
if we fail to develop our minds with the same pas-
sion as we develop our souls, how will we be able to
articulate our convictions to the world? What will
we have to say? Who will pay attention? 

Biola must be a community of the mind. We
must strive to have the highest academic stan-
dards, the best and brightest faculty, and a vital
community where intellectual challenges are not
feared but rather pursued. We must strive to be a
cohort of thinkers as much as we are a band of
believers — a people of diverse interest, activity
and expertise who join forces to wrestle with the
thorniest, most important questions of the day.

Biola must aspire to be a center for Christian
thought and an influential evangelical voice that
is a first-responder on the crucial issues, events
and debates in the fast-moving 21st century
world. In the spirit of courageous belief, we must
not be reluctant to think creatively and broadly,
as entrepreneurs of fresh ideas and doable plans
to advance Christ’s kingdom in every corner of
the world — from science labs to Washington

think tanks, financial firms to concert halls. We
must not be content with the status quo and we
must not remain inside a comfortable intellectu-
al bubble. We must never refrain — out of fear or
laziness — from speaking with humble certainty
to the world for which Christ died. 

We must be stridently committed to our core
convictions, but we must also boldly step out with
courage and confidence to enter the difficult and
complex conversations that Christians so fre-
quently avoid. It’s a tough balance, and it’s not
easy, but it’s the path we must take. We must be
agile and adaptive on one hand and committed to
tradition and transcendent truth on the other. If
we as a Christ-centered university focus only on
core convictions and refuse to pan the cultural and
intellectual horizons and take initiatives that are
perhaps a little risky, we will become sedentary
and irrelevant. But if we only pan the horizons and
drift wherever the winds of trend blow, we will fall
into missional vertigo, forsaking those convic-
tions that centrifugally hold us to our center. 

If we dare, Biola has the potential in coming
years to assume a leading place in the grand
Christian intellectual tradition. The world is des-
perate for something sustainable, transforma-

tional and truthful. Biola cannot provide that
thing; only God can. But as sure as we have hearts
to hold it, minds to make sense of it and voices to
speak it — we can certainly articulate it to the
world. And we must. 

Dr. Geivett closes his blog by saying this
about that great debate of April 4:  “Much more
can be said about the debate. I’m confident that it
will elicit much discussion worldwide. Viewers
and listeners will draw their own conclusions. But
after tonight, there is reason to think — as Bill
Craig suggested — that we may soon witness a
great renaissance of Christianity.”  

May we at Biola University be part of that
movement for the glory of God and the exaltation
of the risen Christ.

We can be believers in the
strongest sense of the word, but
if we fail to develop our minds
with the same passion as we
develop our souls, how will we be
able to articulate our convictions
to the world? What will we have
to say? Who will pay attention? 
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‘Blockbuster’ Debate Draws Over 10,000 Viewers 
Hitchens, Craig Clash at Biola on ‘Does God Exist?’

RED  REPORT

In his senior year, Biola’s Associated Students
president Eric Weaver wanted to bring a
“blockbuster event” to Biola — something that

explored “the biggest question of all: Is it reason-
able to believe God exists?”

On April 4, a blockbuster event is exactly
what Biola got. 

In a sold-out Chase Gymnasium, huge crowds
— including people wearing “Just your friendly
neighborhood atheist” T-shirts — witnessed a
highly anticipated debate between William Lane
Craig, research professor of philosophy at Talbot
School of Theology, and Chris topher Hitchens, a
renowned journalist, author and leading figure in
the so-called “new atheism.”

The debate, sponsored by AS and Biola’s
Christian apologetics department, was unprece-
dented in scope. In addition to a capacity audience
in Chase, crowds watched a live feed from three
other on-campus venues and an off-campus over-
flow site. Live video of the debate was purchased by
126 church and university groups spread out over
30 states and four countries. All told, the 2 1/2 hour
debate was seen live by an estimated 10,000 peo-
ple, and will be available on DVD for many more to
see (www.biola.edu/apologetics).

“It exceeded my expectations,” said Abigail
Schilling, who works for the apologetics depart-

ment and helped plan the event. “God really
answered prayers — on everything from the actu-
al debate content to the logistics of huge masses
of people.”

Craig approached the debate in a very sys-
tematic manner, laying out five arguments for
God’s existence and then challenging Hitchens to
deconstruct them and offer positive arguments
for the truth of atheism. 

For his part, Hitchens — known for his bit-
ing sarcasm, colorful language and entertaining
rhetorical flourishes — was much less methodi-
cal. Rather than taking on Craig point by point or
offering a positive defense of atheism, Hitchens
attempted to lay the burden of proof on Craig,
insisting that skepticism was the more intellectu-
ally honest position and that no foolproof argu-
ments for the existence of God had been raised. 

Much of the debate centered around moral-
ity. Hitchens suggested that religion did not have
a monopoly on morality, and that in fact many of
the world’s most immoral actions have been reli-
gious in origin. 

“The suicide bombing community is almost
exclusively religious,” said Hitchens, who also
men  tioned that the Dutch Reformed church start ed
apartheid in South Africa and that Nazi Ger many
was closely allied with the Christian community. 
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Christopher Hitchens makes his case for atheism at the “Does God Exist?” debate in front 
of a packed Chase Gymnasium, as William Lane Craig (foreground) awaits his turn.

Craig answered that the truth of a worldview
can’t be judged by its social implications or ben-
efit to society.

At one point, Hitchens raised evolution as
an argument against the existence of God, but
Craig found a way to turn it into an argument for
God’s existence.

“Evolution itself is complex and fantastical-
ly improbable,” said Craig. “If it did occur on this
planet, it was literally a miracle and therefore evi-
dence for the existence of God.”

Though lively, the tenor of the debate was
restrained and cordial. In the final moments,
Craig actually extended an invitation to Hitchens
to become a Christian on the spot. Hitchens
smiled wryly and remained silent, yielding his
entire concluding speech. 

Following the debate, Hitchens and Craig
were available to sign copies of their respective
books, God is Not Great and Reasonable Faith. 

Reactions to the debate were extensive, with
coverage filling up numerous newspaper pages,
Web sites and blogs. Many people commented on
the toned-down rhetoric of Hitchens. Apart from
calling Mother Teresa a “Catholic fanatic” and
describing the Christian God as “a kind of heaven-
ly North Korea,” Hitchens maintained a calmer
demeanor than he’s typically known for. 

Atheist blogger Luke Muehlhauser of Com -
mon Sense Atheism described Hitchens’ per-
formance as “rambling and incoherent” and
con cluded, “Craig spanked Hitchens like a fool-
ish child.” Most other reactions were more
moderate, though the consensus seemed to be
that Hitchens was largely ill equipped to answer
the arguments of Craig. 

Regardless of the perceived victor, the event
was a big win for apologetics, which has some-
times had a reputation for being too combative
and uncongenial.

“What’s been most impressive to me has
been the fact that everyone just loved being
here. Everyone felt welcomed, no matter what
their theistic persuasion. And that is a new day
for apologetics,” said Craig Hazen, director of
Biola’s M.A. in Christian apologetics program.
“It’s not just about winning an argument. It’s
about doing apologetics as a full-orbed Christ -
ian, serving people, caring for them and giving
them good reasons for what you believe.” 

– Brett McCracken
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‘I’m a Christian. Now What?’
New Journal Explores Spiritual Growth Process

Professor Steve L. Porter likes to conduct a
simple experiment when he teaches on the
topic of spiritual formation. First, he asks

students to describe how a person gets saved.
He’s met with confident stares.

But then he poses another question:
Describe how that same person can grow in
Christ and overcome sin. This time the answers
come slowly, if they come at all, with immense
differences between them.

The quick exercise proves a point, Porter
said: The church, as a whole, doesn’t have a clear
enough understanding of the process of spiritual
transformation.

“We’re really strong as Protestants on the
doctrines of conversion and justification, but
we’re not as well versed in what you do after you
get saved,” said Porter, an associate professor of
philosophy and theology at Biola. “We’ve done
well on the salvation question, but when it comes
to spiritual growth, we’re a little muddled.”

It’s an issue that leaders in the so-called spir-
itual formation movement have sought to address
in recent years, and one that Biola has embraced
through the work of its Institute for Spiritual
Formation (ISF). Now, the institute is seeking to
bring even greater depth to the conversation about
spiritual growth — otherwise known as sanctifica-
tion or discipleship — through a new academic
journal devoted entirely to the subject.

The Journal of Spiritual Formation & Soul

Care, of which Porter is managing editor, debuted
last year as a twice-annual publication featuring
the scholarly work of leading voices in the spiritu-
al formation movement. Thus far, the journal has
featured contributions from the likes of Dallas
Willard, Bruce Demarest and ISF’s director, John
Coe, who serves as the journal’s editor. 

The articles, which are rooted in biblical truth
and often integrate philosophy, church history,
psychology and Christian experience, have dealt
with such significant topics as resisting “moral-
ism,” recovering from sexual abuse and adopting
healthy prayer practices. During its first cycle, the
journal drew more than 900 subscriptions — a siz-
able number for a new academic publication.

Porter said he hopes the journal will benefit
scholars, pastors and students alike by bringing
more research and discussion to a historically
neglected doctrine. 

The need for such a publication can be easi-
ly demonstrated by opening just about any major
systematic theology book, he said. Most dedicate
lengthy chapters to discussions of God, sin, salva-
tion, Scripture and eschatology, but sanctifica-
tion oftentimes gets a handful of pages, at most.

“There has been a trickle-down effect of that
in our seminaries and churches,” he said. “The
teaching that a lot of people receive is pretty thin
when it comes to spiritual growth. … There is a
crying need in the church for something more.”

– Jason Newell

COURSE TITLE
CSAP 694: Biblical Demonology 

and the Occult

INSTRUCTOR
Kevin Lewis, J.D., Th.M.;  assistant 

professor of theology and law

DESCRIPTION
A theological examination of the nature and
work of Satan and demons with application to
the topics of demon possession, spiritual
warfare, occultic groups, occultic phenomena
and occultic practices. Special emphasis is
placed on Christ as the deliverer.  

REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS
l Goddess Worship, Witchcraft
and Other Neo-Pagan
Movements by Craig
Hawkins  

l Astrology & Psychic
Phenomena by Andre 
Kole and Terry Holley

l Principalities and Powers 
by John Warwick Montgomery

l Unitarian Universalism by Alan Gomes
l Satanism by Bob and Gretchen

Passantino
l The Bible

SAMPLE ASSIGNMENTS
l Principalities and Powers précis. A 2,000-

word summary of the book. 
l Reaction papers to each of the books.
l Polemical research paper on a major

issue related to the course. 

Journal of Spiritual 
Formation and Soul Care 
(published by the Institute 
for Spiritual Formation)
www.biola.edu/sfj

Christian Education Journal
(published by Talbot School 
of Theology)
www.biola.edu/cej

Journal of Psychology 
& Theology
(published by Rosemead 
School of Psychology)
www.biola.edu/jpt

Great Commission 
Research Journal
(published by Cook School 
of Intercultural Studies)
www.biola.edu/gcr

Making a Mark
Biola publishes four academic journals, featuring research and scholarship from leading
Christian thinkers on a range of important issues. To learn more about each journal — and to
find free sample articles — explore them online.

CRaSH
COURSE

A glimpse inside an interesting 
class offered this semester at Biola
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New Club a ‘Miracle’ 
to Students in Need

“The right to believe
anything is freedom of
conscience; but the
idea that anything
anyone believes is
right is just plain

nonsense. … Civility
means I engage with
them persuasively, but
civility does not mean
a false tolerance where

anything goes.” 

– Os Guinness, renowned author, apologist
and social critic, speaking in chapel on Feb. 23.
His latest book, The Case for Civility, calls for a
“civil public square” and an end to the culture
wars in the United States.

“ ”Quotable

The club was brought to life when a group of
students rallied around a friend who was strug-
gling to raise the funds he needed to register.
They baked cookies and sold them all over cam-
pus — at each dorm, at basketball games and in
front of the Café — and within two days the stu-
dent’s down payment was raised. 

Now composed of 30 members after official-
ly becoming a club in February, Miracle Babies
works to raise funds for a scholarship to help stu-
dents register. Members meet once a month to
share testimonies of personal experience and
pitch ideas for various fundraising activities.

The club is unique among other clubs recog-
nized by Biola’s student government, said Jessica
Hofer Wilkinson, the Associated Students club
chair.

“An official AS club of this nature has never
existed before at Biola,” she said. “Unlike other
clubs that apply for official AS status solely to
receive student funds for club meetings and
activities, Miracle Babies plans activities for the
purpose of raising outside funds to benefit their
fellow students in need.” 

Like the anonymous donor who made it pos-
sible for Ji-Hye Lee to return to Biola, the mem-
bers of Miracle Babies are investing in something
greater than themselves. They’re investing in the
biblically centered community of Biola
University, and they’re investing in God’s work in
this place, through all the little miracles he’s
brought together in this time. 

– George Garcia 

One day in January, Ji-Hye Lee, a senior
human biology major from South Korea,
turned her mailbox lock and opened the

box door. She pulled out a letter from the univer-
sity and immediately dialed her parents in Korea.
Her heart dropped. 

Her family was not going to be able to afford
her tuition. On Jan. 26, Ji-Hye’s meal plan was
shut off and her classes were dropped. With tears
running down her face, she packed all her
belongings and went to stay with a friend. 

Three days later, she received notice that
someone had donated the amount she needed to
re-register.

Sadly, several students face this very
predicament each semester, finding themselves
on the verge of leaving Biola because of lacking
funds. But a new club at Biola called Miracle
Babies is trying to help students like Ji-Hye stay
put, reaching out to help them drum up the cash
to continue.

According to the leaders of the club, a “mir-
acle baby” is someone for whom God reserves a
place on campus and provides the means for an
education at Biola. The idea for the club was
inspired by the personal hardships of its seven
student officers — each of whom has seen God
provide for their needs.

“We know what it’s like to have our meal
plans shut off at the beginning of the semester
and what it is like to face the possibility of being
dropped from our classes,” said vice president
Alyssa Morales.  

Sophomore communication studies major Alyssa Morales, vice president of Miracle Babies, 
is passionate about helping fellow students overcome financial hardship to stay at Biola. 
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Back in early 2008, runner Ryan Richert
seemed to have a national championship
within his reach. The Biola sophomore

had qualified for two races in the spring’s NAIA
indoor and outdoor nationals — and coming off a
second-place finish in the marathon a year earli-
er, he had his eyes set on the top.

But that all changed in a matter of seconds
one morning late that February, when Ryan was
hit by a car while riding his bike. Hospitalized
with severe injuries, he was told he might never
run again, let alone compete on a track team.

For Ryan, that wasn’t an option.
In May, after a courageous recovery that

taught him about what it means to rely on God,
Ryan returned to compete against the top colle-
giate runners in the nation at the 2009 NAIA
Outdoor Track and Field Championships in St.
Louis. Though he was one of 19 athletes who were
unable to complete the marathon due to extreme
heat and humidity, the fact that he made it there
at all was nothing short of miraculous.

On the morning of his accident, Ryan was
riding his bike through Whittier as part of a

cross-training workout when a car heading
toward him made a quick left turn. Ryan had no
time to react. The car T-boned his bike and sent
him in the air 20 feet down the street. He hit the
pavement and immediately lost consciousness.

Ryan’s parents, Mark and Lynda, who live in
Wheaton, Ill., received a call at 11 p.m. from a
nurse at Los Angeles County-USC Medical Center
— a moment Lynda described as “a mother’s
worst nightmare.” After being unable to reach
Richert’s roommates, she called Biola’s cross-
country and track coach, Jonathan Zimmerman,
who immediately drove to the hospital.

The 6-foot, lanky runner was lying face up,
but his coach didn’t recognize him at first because
of his injuries. Zimmerman called his parents to
offer good news — Ryan recognized him and was
breathing on his own.

When Lynda arrived the next day on the first
flight she could catch, Zimmerman warned her
that Ryan looked as if he had been in a war. Her
son was hardly identifiable. He had two black eyes
and a swollen face covered with road rash. His
skin was raw and crimson from the unforgiving

Finding His Feat
Told He Might Never Race Again, Runner Presses On

After a horrific car accident, Ryan Richert battled back to race again. 
In February, he finished 12th out of 10,716 runners in a half-marathon.

”
asphalt he had hit the day before. He had broken
his pelvis, shoulder and a handful of ribs and had
gaping gashes all over his body, a bruised lung
and a number of other dislocated bones.

Within a couple of weeks, after surgery and
some recovery, Ryan and his parents flew home to
Wheaton. There he continued physical therapy
twice a week, still struggling with the reality that
he may never be able to run again.

“At first I was discouraged,” he said. “A lot of
times, you find your identity through what you do
and what you’re good at. Through my experience,
I realized that my identity is not in [my ability to
run] but in my Creator.”

After months of strenuous physical therapy in
Illinois, Ryan got cleared to run but was instructed
to take it slow. He started with half a mile.

“I felt no pain,” he said, “It felt free.”
By Feb. 1 — 11 months after his injury — Ryan

was finally able to return to competition, taking
part in the half-marathon (13.1 miles) at the Surf
City Marathon in Huntington Beach. A massive
scar peered from beneath his shorts as he ran like
a child at play, according to Zimmerman, who
rode his bike alongside Ryan during the race.

Ryan placed 12th overall out of 10,716 run-
ners and sixth in his age division (18-24). His
time of 1:13.27 qualified him for the NAIA cham-
pionships in St. Louis.

“I knew he could do it,” Zimmerman said.
“He’s driven and passionate about what he does.”

Zimmerman shakes his head in amazement
as he remembers Richert’s teammates pushing
him around the track in a wheelchair less than a
year ago to now seeing him log 85 miles of run-
ning each week.

“I see an athlete who finds utter joy in run-
ning and racing,” he said. “It’s very exciting and
fun to watch him compete again.”

Richert — who is majoring in international
business and Spanish, and hopes to combine the
two for a future in the mission field — says he is
amazed that he feels no residual effects from the
injury. He ultimately wants to praise God and glo-
rify him through running now.

“The biggest lesson I’ve learned is to fully
depend on God,” he said. “Being in a wheelchair
was difficult, but not being able to run restored
and changed my motivation. It’s more about glo-
rifying God now. It’s a different sense of joy.”

– Jenna Bartlo and Valerie Russell 
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Vaccines used to be an almost automatic
routine for every baby. Parents simply
got all the shots for their children with-

out asking questions.
But times have changed. Vaccines have now

become the No. 1 healthcare dilemma facing par-
ents today. 

The vaccine schedule has expanded to 29
injections within the first two years of life (com-
pared to only about eight shots back in the early
1980s), with as many as six separate shots given
at each of the first three infant checkups. Parents
are now beginning to question this practice and
wonder if it’s really the best thing for their baby.
Fear over possible reactions and the hotly debat-
ed link to autism lead some parents to decline
vaccines altogether.

As a co-author in the Sears Parenting
Library of childcare books, I have had the
privilege to write and speak about many
aspects of parenting. But nothing has grabbed
my attention and passion as thoroughly as vac-
cines. When my first child was born 16 years
ago, I began to study vaccines in much more
detail than what I was learning in medical
school at the time. When I first started work-
ing as a pediatrician, I found myself getting
challenged by some very well educated parents

who were asking me ques -
tions about vaccines that
I couldn’t answer. I’ve
spent the past 10 years
studying just about every
research paper on vac-
cines that I could find.
I’ve perused various books
and spoken with thou-
sands of parents. 

And to make a long
story short, I’ve managed
to boil down the entire
decision into one simple
statement: Parents want —
and babies need — the
protection that vaccines
give from some potentially
life-threatening diseases,
but this protection should
be given in the safest man-
ner possible so as to not
cause any harm.  

The mainstream med i  cal community would
say that the current vaccine schedule is already
doing just that; it’s providing disease protection
without causing harm. Well, almost without caus-
ing any harm. The scientific truth is
that vaccines can have very rare, but
very serious, side effects. The pre-
scribing information that comes with
each vaccine package is filled with
information on these rare reactions.
Hundreds of research articles about
these reactions have been published
in mainstream medical journals.
Over 1,000 families have won court
cases after their child suffered a
severe or permanently disabling
vaccine reaction. So, to say that vac-
cines can’t possibly cause any harm is incorrect. 

However, it’s also important to understand
the harm that children suffer from diseases. Each
year in the United States, approximately 200
infants and young children die from diseases that
could have been prevented by vaccines, and
countless more are hospitalized. Without vac-
cines, these numbers would be far worse. If more
and more parents decide to keep their children
away from vaccines, we might see a dangerous
increase in some very serious diseases.  

So what is a new parent to do? You have that
brand new baby in your arms and you want to
make sure you are making the right decision. 

After many years of study, and asking
myself that very same question as a pediatri-
cian who administers these vaccines, I have
developed what has become known as “Dr.
Bob’s Alternative Vaccine Schedule.” This
schedule spreads the shots out over the first
few years (instead of grouping so many togeth-
er into the first year) and only gives two vac-
cines at any one time. It gives the most impor-
tant vaccines first — to protect a baby from any
potentially life-threatening diseases — and
delays a few of the shots that a baby doesn’t
need yet (diseases that are either very mild,
very rare or don’t exist in the United States).
This schedule limits a young baby’s exposure
to the various chemicals and heavy metals that
are in vaccines and may decrease the chance of
a severe reaction by not exposing a baby to so
many germ ingredients at once.  

Currently there is a lot of debate within the
pediatric community over whether doctors
should offer any other vaccine options besides
the standard CDC schedule. While many doctors
are willing to work with worried parents, some

doctors actually kick patients out of
their office if they don’t follow the
regular plan. But this only leaves
these babies unvaccinated and sus-
ceptible to diseases. 

I believe that allowing parents
to choose a different vaccine sched-
ule that they are more comfortable
with will keep vaccination rates
high and keep the diseases at bay. I
encourage every new parent to
study the vaccine issue thoroughly
so you can make an educated deci-

sion for your child.

The Vexing Vaccine Dilemma
What New Parents Should Know About Immunizations
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Dr. Bob Sears (’91) 

A pediatrician and author, Sears
lives with his wife, Cheryl (Lawrence,
’91), and three sons in Dana Point,
Calif. His first solo book, The
Vaccine Book: Making the Right
Decision for your Child, can be
found at www.thevaccinebook.com.
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When I was just 19 years old I was sent to
fight in the war that was raging in
Vietnam. It was 1968 and the war was

at its peak. For the first time in history, cameras
recorded daily footage of battles that appeared on
the evening news back home. The daily death
count of Americans was rising at an alarming rate.  

I had just finished a year of training and
received orders to join the 173rd Airborne
Infantry Brigade, which was in the center of some
of the fiercest fighting. I left the comfort of home
in Pismo Beach, Calif., and within 72 hours I was
with my unit in the mountainous jungles of the
central highlands of Vietnam.

I had received some of the best training
available, so I went into Vietnam scared, to be
sure, but also pretty cocky as a well-trained para-
trooper. I left Vietnam a year later more scarred
than scared. The majority of the cockiness was
gone. Regardless of how well one is trained, when
on a search-and-destroy mission in jungles or
rice paddies, one’s life can be taken in an instant.
You aren’t completely in control.

As I returned home to Pismo Beach, I was a
different person. Lynne Melia, a young lady I

began dating, who would later become my wife,
commented often that I was an old man in a
young man’s body. I had difficulties relating to
people because that year in combat had made me
wary, suspicious, untrusting, angry and mean.
And I retreated into a variety of unhealthy
lifestyle choices.

But through the grace of God, one year after
my return from Vietnam I met Jesus Christ, who
became my very personal God and Savior. Some
things changed immediately, like certain
lifestyle choices. Other things took much longer
to change — particularly my anger and ability to
trust people. Lynne and I married a year after I
became a believer, and she would wake me to
calm me down from nightmares, or be a calming
source during the day when something unex-
pected would trigger a flashback to the war. She
was, and is, the most important person that the
Lord used in my life to help me in my recovery.  

And “recovery” is indeed the appropriate
word. It took a long time to come to the place
where I could consider myself healthy emotion-
ally and relationally. 

Recently I had the unexpected blessing of

having that healthiness confirmed. I was invited
by the Christian television program Day of
Discovery to return to Vietnam to take part in the
filming of a documentary that is intended to help
veterans returning from war recover from post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). We especially
want to help those currently returning from Iraq
and Afghanistan. Another veteran, Phil Downer,
and I had the cameras follow us as we retraced
our battle experiences and recounted our recov-
ery from the trauma of war. It will be televised
early in 2010 throughout the United States and
Canada, and a series of DVDs will be distributed
worldwide to help veterans in their recovery.

It was a wrenching experience returning to
the sites of some of the battles that I had experi-
enced when I was a 19-year-old young man. It
was extremely difficult reliving battles where I
had lost buddies with whom I had developed
deep relationships in the day-to-day horror of
war. But it also struck me — more deeply than at
any time in the last 40 years — that I am today a
relatively healthy person. I say “relatively”
because I still have areas of needed growth. But I
saw so clearly how God has been at work in my
life, and I could look into the cameras and say
with quiet assurance to any veteran that there is
help to be found in the power of the Spirit and in
a relationship with Jesus Christ.

When we are 19 our entire life stretches out
before us. We can’t see too far into our future and
know what impact the events of our youth will have
upon our later life. My recent return to Vietnam was
a blessing as I was able to look back and see clearly
how God has been at work in my life in the last 40
years, helping me to recover from the trauma of war
and leading me into the unimaginable blessing of
being a Christian professor at this wonderful place
called Biola University. And hopefully I can be a
testimony to young men and women returning
from their own traumas of war and help them fol-
low the lead of Jesus to recovery in their lives.

Michael J. Wilkins (’74, M.Div ’77) is distinguished
professor of New Testament language and literature
and dean of the faculty at Biola’s seminary, Talbot
School of Theology. 

My Return to Vietnam 

Forty years after facing combat in Vietnam, Michael Wilkins returned recently to film 
a documentary. “I saw so clearly how God has been at work in my life,” he says. 

WHAT'S YOUR STORy?  Submit your essay of 750
words or less to biolamag@biola.edu and we may 

publish it in the next issue.
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iola graduate Mark Struck wasn’t prepared for the
surprise that awaited him when he arrived in
Kenya last December for a meeting of Christian
leaders seeking national peace.

During the conference, one of the nation’s
newest political leaders — Fred Outa, a member
of parliament — got up to present his hope for
building reconciliation among Kenya’s many
tribal groups in the wake of recent national

turmoil. But it was his background that most caught Struck’s atten-
tion: Outa had not long ago graduated from Biola’s Cook School of
Intercultural Studies.

Afterward, the men connected and marveled at their unlikely
Biola bond.

Outa (M.A. ’02), a Kenyan native, initially intended to use his edu-
cation in the United States for missionary work, church ministry and
agricultural service back in Africa, but eventually decided to run for
elected office at the urging of his community. As a member of parliament
(MP) since January 2008, he has sought to be a voice for community
development and reconciliation.

Struck (’78, M.A. ’85), who was serving at the time as regional director
of the nonprofit group ALARM (see sidebar on page 19), has been engaged
in pastoral and global ministries for the past 30 years, providing service
and humanitarian aid in nearly 40 countries around the world.

Two months after their initial encounter, the men sat down in Nairobi
to discuss Outa’s journey from poverty to the Kenyan parliament and
Biola’s contributions along the way. Here is a partial transcript of their dis-
cussion. (For an extended version, visit www.biola.edu/biolamag.)

Mark Struck: Hon. Fred Outa, you have shared with me that Biola
University has played an enormous role in your life, in your vision for
Africa, and now as a member of parliament here in Kenya. What led
you to Biola?

Fred Outa: I went to City University in New York, and then I attended the
International School of Theology. It was at this point I was looking for
something more than just theology. I wanted to be trained as a seminarian,
and after looking at different seminaries, a friend told me there was a
school in California that would be a really good fit for my vision and hopes
for Africa. I originally planned to come back and be a missionary to Kenya,
but I really had a heart for the entire continent of Africa, so I was open to
serving anywhere. I’d seen that it takes a missionary from the U.S. more
time to settle and learn the culture, before reaching out and evangelizing a
community. I was interested in seeing the most people reached in the
shortest amount of time — [and as an African] I wouldn’t have culture
shock; I would be relating to them in our own context, yet not compromis-
ing. So that led me to Biola’s School of Intercultural Studies. I knew this was
the place God wanted me to be.

MS: You’ve said that, in many ways, the examples of your mother and
father are what led you to school, to care about people, to understand
poverty and the need for Christ, and have given you the values that you lead
your nation today. Tell me a little bit about your upbringing.

FO: My faith has been influenced by my parents. My parents were
Christians, and in fact, my mother was one of the founders of our church.
… When I was 3 years old, my mom passed away, so I never really enjoyed
being with her. But I remember her and people tell me stories of her. So I
was left with my dad at that time. For him, the only real passion was for God.
For him, God was above culture. If he was like any African man, he would
have married as many wives as he could — because back then that was the
way it was — but he decided to follow Christ with all his ability. He decided
to stay single until he went to his grave without getting a second wife, or
remarrying. The lesson I carry today, the lesson that Biola reinforced, the
lesson that leads me as an MP of Kenya is that Christ is above culture. Christ
is my passion. That leads my work, my ministry, my love for the people of
my district and my own family.

MS: You lost your father in the eighth grade. How did that change 
your life?

FO: When my father died, I was out on the street just like the “street
kids.” Life was hard. Food was scarce. I learned the hardship of poverty,
the need for education and the struggle to keep warm and to eat. I made
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it a vow to rise above this and one day come back and serve these kids.
That hope led me to the U.S., with the loving help of an American couple,
to Biola, and now back here in Kenya serving with my own foundation
(www.fredoutafoundation.org), serving the people of my nation, and
serving the Lord. My memory of my father reminds me every day to help
the poor, to open the doors of my home — which my wife and I have done
for many orphaned children — and to keep Christ above culture.

MS: After you graduated from Biola, I know that one of your professors
made an extra special effort to make sure you established roots here in
Africa as a missionary. Tell me about that.

FO: A big model for ministry for me is Dr. Judith Lingenfelter. After I
graduated, she came with me from the U.S. to stay in Nairobi. She partici-

pated in my school — I have a
school in Kiberia [the largest
slum in all of Africa] — and she
used to come and to do mis-
sion with me. One of my mis-
sions is for the poor and vul-
nerable, to reach out to them.
Dr. Lingenfelter came and was
here for over two weeks just to
encourage, and motivate, and
to pray for me. After gradua-
tion, she was even among the
people who supported me
financially as I got started in
ministry as a missionary.

MS: Was that kind of support
something that surprised you?

FO: That was one way that you
know that your school believes
in you! Many schools just say
we are going to get your tuition
money and not really care
about you and what you do
later. The School of Inter -
cultural Studies was a school
that, after equipping me, sent
me off and helped establish
me in the ministry. The staff at
Biola also helped me connect

to and network with a number of people who helped support me because I
came here as a missionary. I was not on a salary, but was raising my own
support to be able to get our monthly income, and the school prepared me
for that.

MS: So, now we advance seven years. You are no longer a full-time mis-
sionary, but an honored member of Kenya’s parliament. Many people
respect you and see you as a true man of God, a kind leader and a caring
servant. Why the switch from missionary to parliament? What did God
do that brought you here to this parliament building?

FO: Mark, it’s people, it’s people, it’s people and it’s people. I had no clue
at all that I would be in politics. I never thought about it; all my life I had
prepared to be a missionary, just a simple missionary — a servant who was

   Peacebuilders   Peacebuilders
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reaching out to a community. And yet one thing I learned at Biola was
entrepreneurship: how important micro-finance is to every community, to
reach out to a community to empower them to eradicate poverty so they will
have the opportunity to hear the gospel. Those components of training
were very real and people were in need. They needed to be given the oppor-
tunity to do something to improve their lives. So when I came here, my
people approached me, my community in Kisumu. And they said, “Hey,
since now you are coming from the U.S., why don’t you help us with rice
production, which is being mismanaged by the government?”

I had no clue how to help, except for the micro-financing Biola taught
me. We started a rice project on a very small scale. After one year, I had seen
God’s hand on the little money we had earned, and things began to multi-
ply — from 100 acres to 500 acres and the next year from 500 to 2,000 acres
of production. As the rice production expanded in the area, it was touching
individual lives by putting food on the table for families, and also bringing
money to families to send their kids to school. That is where God helped me
see the connection between leadership and politics, because the commu-
nity had experienced bad leadership. They wanted someone to lead them
that they could trust, and by living and serving among the people, they came
to me. Not just a few, but the whole community came to me and shouted,
“Send him to parliament!”

MS: So, God was using the voice of your very own people to call you toward
politics and the leadership of a nation? 

FO: Yes, God was calling me and still I was very hesitant because that was
really not my passion. I said, “No, let’s just do what we are doing here. Let’s
just do rice production. We have a church here. I want to do a school here:
a preschool whereby all the kids who were left orphaned could get an edu-
cation and be fed. Let’s just do what we have been doing.” Yet, the commu-
nity was coming to me every day saying, “You must run as our member of
parliament,” and I was not listening to them. But as I examined my heart
and the biblical bases, I began to follow the Word of God and respond to the
cry of my people. And so I opened up my life for all to see just six months
before the elections. … At the election, my district elected me [among the
seven candidates], with over 50 percent of the vote. God is good.

MS: For many years, Kenya has been known as one of the most developed
and modern nations in east Africa. Yet, in 2007–08, the post-election vio-
lence shocked the world. People could not imagine Kenyans killing fellow
Kenyans. You entered parliament at a very tumultuous time with the post-
election riots. Did you have questions at that point? Why me? Why now,
God?

FO: When the rioting started I was just crying. Some nights, people stayed

with me and then literally would walk me home the next day. It was tough
because there was this hope I had of bringing all this change, but when I
came here to parliament all I got was spontaneous violence across my
nation. Why would God allow me to come here and then destroy my vision
in one day? At that moment no one thought that [Kenya] would ever be
together again. We thought parliament would end.

MS: So, did you begin to doubt the calling of God? Were there questions
in your mind?

FO: Yes, some questions. But I knew that God had spoken through my
people. I thought, right now I am not being allowed to fulfill the wishes of
my community, those who voted for me. I was even more concerned when
the rioters killed one member of parliament, a man who was a close friend
of mine. But God is a God of peace. So I did all I could to stop the violence
in surrounding villages and towns. I rented buses and took police to protect
whole villages. We worked hard to bring people back to peace and revive
order. Once, I was a missionary; now I was once again building peace in my
own nation.

MS: We know the numbers of injured, dead, burned homes and churches
is staggering, but Kenya is once again at peace and moving forward. Have
you thought about the lessons learned? Why did God allow you to be elect-
ed at this time?  Why the post-election violence?

FO: Let me say that no death is ever wanted. I wished we had never had the
riots, the burnings or the killings. But your question is wise, and God has
given me wisdom about the events of the last 12 months. Let me share two
of them: First, surrounding Kenya there is war in Sudan, people dying in
Darfur, children kidnapped in Uganda; there was the genocide in Rwanda,
and now peace in Burundi. Until this violence, Kenyans never could relate
to sudden hatred, to killings, to murder. But today, when Kenya sits at the
table of the African nations, we now know how people can turn to hatred,
we know the pain of death and rioting, we know looting and killing — and
we know the path to peace. I am not sure Kenya really had a voice that was
heard by our neighbors before, but now that we have gone through the tri-
als and the fire, we understand more. We hurt with those around us. Those
fleeing violence from other nations now find Kenyans who understand
refuge, pain, hurt and peace.

I am looking for the day when all of Kenya will be open to God’s voice.
In Africa, our entire continent is suffering from the crises of ethnic wars,
tribal wars and massive suffering. As a Christian leader, I want to see Africa
at peace. This leads me to the second lesson. We cannot do this alone. In
December, you and I and many others sat together at the “Hope for Kenya
Forum” to talk about how parliament and many agencies, mostly
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Christians, can work together to bring reconciliation, peace, hope, justice
and love to the nations of Africa. We have to work together — not just
Kenyans — but the world community. I have learned that it is my job to
bring two more MP’s on board for Hope for Kenya. And they will each bring
two more, and so on. And then Kenya will be strong and we will be a light
for the nations to our north, to our west and to the south.

MS: You see peace spreading, not only in Kenya, but also across the 1 bil-
lion people of Africa.

FO: Oh yes! Peace is spreading. If you go to the museum in Kigali
[Rwanda] and look at the people who have passed on because of hate and
ethnic war — it’s unbelievable. When you go there, you see in the museum
all the skulls — it is all that remains now. The hatred is just a memory. It’s
unbelievable, and yet they have internalized the pain and suffering and
turned it for good. They have used it to bring peace and reconciliation and
hope. You ask them if they are a Hutu or Tutsi, and they are hesitant. They
now proudly just say, “I am a Rwandan.” I want that for all people of Africa.

MS: Fred, this has been a delight. As you know, 2009 is the 25th anniver-
sary of Biola’s Cook School of Intercultural Studies. If you could speak to
the Biola community, what would be your message about Biola and the gift
of the education that Biola provided you?

FO: Mark, there are too many to tell. To the alumni, I would say, please give
and support the international student who has come to Biola for training. I
arrived in America thinking I could get an education and I found out I could
not afford it.  My hopes were almost crushed, but people gave for me to get
a solid Bible education that teaches me to lift Christ above culture here in
Africa — to create jobs and new hope. If all alumni would understand that
their gifts are changing the world, I think they would realize the joy it must
be for God. To new students, I say, you cannot get a better, Spirit-filled,
Bible-centered education than Biola. It sustains me everyday. To the dear
faculty, please, keep loving each student, especially those of us who have
come from afar. We miss our family here in Africa when we are at Biola, but
you made Biola our new home. Biola will always be my “home” when I am
away from my wife, Rosie, and my daughter. To all, Biola is God’s place of
refreshment and family. I have never forgotten every single day at Biola.
Finally, Biola, never lose what you have. Never bend to the wind, but be
strong as the Bible school that you are. When many schools are becoming
weak, please stay strong. The world needs you.

– Special thanks to Mark Struck and D. Grace Stewart for conducting,
transcribing and editing this interview. Stewart currently works with
ALARM in Kenya.

Alumnus’ Organization 
Seeks to Build Peace in Africa

Immediately after the presidential election results of 2007,
violence erupted across Kenya, leaving hundreds of inno-
cent people brutally murdered and thousands displaced

from their homes.
As the riots and ethnic fighting threatened the country’s

future, workers with African Leadership and Reconciliation
Ministries — or ALARM — stepped in the best way they
knew how.

“ALARM heeded God’s call and immediately began
ministering to traumatized pastors and Christian leaders,
training them in the skills of forgiveness and reconciliation,”
said Mark Struck (’78, M.A. ’85), the organization’s former
associate director.

Nearly two months after the initial crisis, internation-
al leaders were ultimately able to broker a peace deal and
restore stability to the country. But the long, difficult
process of building true peace and reconciliation contin-
ues to this day — partially through the work of ALARM
and a national alliance of Kenyan churches known as the
“Hope for Kenya Forum.” 

Since the 2007 Kenyan election, ALARM has led sever-
al Hope for Kenya Forum conferences, where leaders
embark on personal journeys of reconciliation. The confer-
ences equip Christians to lead others in healing and recon-
ciliation — nurturing lasting peace in Kenya through spiritu-
al and social actions, Struck said. 

ALARM was first born out of the need for peacebuild-
ing, forgiveness and reconciliation after the 1994 genocide in
Rwanda. Today, the African-led organization works across
eight east and central African countries, focusing on equip-
ping African church and community leaders with skills and
tools needed to truly transform communities. 

Struck said the group trains and equips leaders with
skills that are biblically based, theologically sound and cul-
turally relevant for the transformation and reconciliation of
African communities. One aspect of this is empowering the
local church to help marginalized groups, such as widows,
orphans and at-risk people to become self-sufficient through
entrepreneurial training and micro-finance loans.

Several Biola alumni are involved in the organization
through their local churches, Struck said, while others
have offered their skills to the Kenyan government in an
effort to secure lasting peace for Kenya and other nations
in the region.

To learn more or help ALARM, please visit their Web
site at www.alarm-inc.org or call (972) 671-8522. Struck can
be reached at struck.mark@charter.net. 
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In God We Trust? 
Five biblical lessons for believers during an economic recession

By BRETT  McCRACKEN
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ON
a Tuesday last fall, 

sophomore visual journalism major Maylin Rowe thought for
sure she was not going to be able to continue at Biola. l That
Friday, $2,900 was due for the spring semester’s tuition. But
because an expected federal loan did not go through and her
family’s finances were tight, Rowe found herself without the
money and with only three days to come up with it. l She
thought it was time to start packing. l But just as her hopes were
fading for another semester at Biola, something interesting
happened. Rowe’s community recognized her need. l Friends
went door to door in the Alpha Chi dorm, collecting loose change
on her behalf. Soon there were students in other dorms giving
checks — sometimes for hundreds of dollars — to keep Rowe at
Biola. By Friday, Rowe was lugging 30-pound boxes of change to
the bank, hopeful that it would add up to the amount she need-
ed. It was just enough. l “There was no possibility from a human
standpoint,” she said. “It was miraculous.” l Rowe was in dis-
belief, but knew God was sending her a message: Just trust me.   
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Maylin’s story reminds us that, in times of financial uncertainty and stress,
important lessons can be learned. Wisdom can be gained. Faith can be
strengthened. The assertion that “all things work together for good for
those who love God” isn’t just a platitude to help us get through hard times;
it’s a galvanizing announcement that God has a purpose for this recession
and is working things out to that end. We just have to pay attention to see
what we can learn about the “good” for which it is all working. 

The following are five ideas of what that good might be — five lessons,
reminders and biblical thoughts that represent an upside to this economic
downturn. 

1. God, 
not money, is our security

“We were so utterly burdened beyond our strength that we despaired
of life itself. Indeed, we felt that we had received the sentence of
death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God who
raises the dead.” (2 Corinthians 1:8-9)

When things are easy and prosperous, we tend to rely on our-
selves. But when crises happen and our 401(k)s evaporate, our
self-reliance and “security” are thrown into doubt. In hard

times, we realize that there is very little in life that we actually have control
over. Perhaps this is the first lesson we should learn from this recession:
Our God, not our resources, provides security.  

The financial industry speaks of security often in terms of retirement
accounts, social safety nets and the stock market. We even use the word
“securities” to refer to a type of investment, something financial planner
and Biola alumnus Peter Falk (’97) finds troubling. 

“It’s tempting for Christians to view the stock market or investments
as security,” said Falk. “But you have to remind yourself that while these
things can be beneficial, you can’t take them with you.” 

We should also remember that up until about 100 years ago, retire-
ment accounts and government-provided social safety nets were not com-
monplace. For most of history, people were dependent on God and family,
notes Steve Rundle, an economics professor in Biola’s Crowell School of
Business. 

Rundle thinks we’ve gotten away from that now, and instead we turn to
the government or ourselves for security. It’s a mentality found in church-
es too, said Rundle, where there are often financial seminars that empha-
size how to manage a nest egg and learn to be financially self-sufficient. 

“There’s an underlying emphasis in many of these seminars on
becoming totally independent and not needing anybody — including God,”
said Rundle. “And I think this crisis is showing us the folly of all that.”

Certainly, a crisis like this is a wakeup call to Christians who fall into
the trap of self-sufficiency. 

In a recent sermon about the financial crisis, pastor and author John
Piper put it this way: “At the bottom of every Christian heart — no matter
how advanced in faith and godliness — there is the sediment of self-
reliance. Then God shakes our lives, sometimes to the foundations, to show
us our self-reliance and clean it out with a new, deeper reliance on him.”

2. We 
are stewards, not owners

“The earth is the LORD’s and the fullness thereof, the world and those
who dwell therein.” (Psalm 24:1)

Another important lesson of a recession is the reminder that every-
thing we have or think we “own” is not really ours at all. It’s God’s.
When we look at our money in this way, we can’t help but be more

conscious of how we use it. 
Whether we’re talking about the environment or a paycheck,

Christians must recognize that we must be wise stewards, said Mike
Wilkins, distinguished professor of New Testament at Talbot School of
Theology. 

“If we view ourselves simply and solely as stewards of God’s grace,
then we never hold on to anything too tightly,” said Wilkins. “I think it’s a
wonderful opportunity for us to see ourselves as instruments of God.”

But what does stewardship actually mean for Christians in their every-
day lives? 

According to Falk, it means that we fundamentally approach money
differently, as a tool that we are entrusted with to use for God. It means liv-
ing within our means and viewing our money as God’s, and giving faithful-
ly back to him. 

This is an area where Christians could do better. Giving averages for
evangelicals in the United States hover between 2 percent and 3 percent of
gross income, even while most recognize 10 percent as the biblical ideal.
And with the financial crisis bearing down on most wallets, some
Christians are giving even less than normal. 

But when money is tight, it doesn’t mean believers should stop giving.
It means we should focus on our best investments and think about “what is
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going to be the most eternal bang for the buck,” said Falk. 
This is good stewardship — evaluating where our money goes and being

sure to get the biggest “Kingdom R.O.I.” possible, said Rick Bee, senior
director of alumni relations, who teaches a popular “Faith and Money” class
every year at Biola.

As part of the class, which focuses on a biblical approach to finances,
Bee gives each student $30 and instructs them to use it however they want —
as long as it reflects the stewardship values they’ve learned in the class.
Students also spend a class period playing Monopoly “as Christians,” where
the goal is not to amass money or houses, but to acquire eternal rewards.
The class, said Bee, “is meant to get students thinking with more of an eter-
nal perspective.”

Having that eternal perspective — seeing that our role in the bigger
picture of God’s plan is one of stewardship and not ownership — frees us
from the bondage of money that enslaves so many. And it also invariably
grows our faith. 

3. Faith
grows in tough times

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will
eat or what you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on.
Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? Look at
the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them.” (Matthew 6:25-26)

Most everyone was affected when the markets took their tumble
last October, and Biola was not immune. Freshman Carissa
Bixler was hit especially hard. She’s a missionary kid from

Indonesia, and her parents are fully funded by the support of churches. As
the recession worsened last fall, support began to wane. With two other
brothers and a sister studying at other colleges, the financial burden for the
family was immense. Bixler wasn’t sure she could come up with enough
money for another semester at Biola.

Meanwhile, Biola responded to the financial crisis by commissioning
a cross-departmental task force to address the immediate financial needs
of students. Out of this came the Student Emergency Relief Fund (SERF),
which raised nearly $150,000 to provide special scholarships to students
who had been directly affected by the economic crisis and needed emer-
gency funding in order to stay at Biola. 

Carissa was one of about 150 students who qualified and received

“Ordinary Radical” 
Shane Claiborne Weighs In

When it comes to Christians and money, Shane Clai -
borne has something to say. But unlike many outspoken
voices on these issues, Claiborne actually practices
what he preaches. He’s got the street cred (literally),
with a resume that includes ridding himself of his
earthly possessions, working alongside Mother Teresa
in Calcutta, serving needy Iraqis in Baghdad at the
height of the war and helping to establish a sustain able
intentional community in one of the poorest sec tions of
Philadelphia, where he now resides. Claiborne — who
appeared on the cover of Christianity Today in 2005 —
has authored several books (including The Irresistible
Revolution and Jesus for President ), is the subject 
of the documentary The Ordinary Radicals and is a
sought-after speaker at churches, colleges and con -
fer ences throughout the world. He’s one of the most
original, provocative, feather-ruffling Christian voices
today, and Biola Magazine recently had the chance to
speak with him about the economy, social justice and
the “upside-down values” of the kingdom of God.   

2 3

ONLINE EXTRA: Check out the exclusive 
interview at www.biola.edu/biolamag.
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4. We 
must generously and lovingly
meet the needs of others

“There was not a needy person among them, for as many as were own-
ers of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was
sold and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each as
any had need.” (Acts 4:33-35) 

What was going on with the early church of Acts 4? Was it some
nascent form of Christian socialism? Some naïve utopian
vision of communal living? 

No, says Mike Wilkins. It was the radical in-breaking of the kingdom
of God. 

“It was a realignment of values,” said Wilkins. Everything the early
Christians thought they knew about individual self-interest was under-
mined in the call to seek first the kingdom of God. 

Because Jesus rose from the dead, everything changed. The early
church responded to the resurrection by becoming givers rather than
takers, stewards rather than owners, other-centered rather than self-
centered. They became generous in new, radical ways, because of
Christ’s generous act. And as a result, there was “not a needy person
among them.” 

But ever since the first century, the church has had a hard time living
like the Christians of Acts 4.

scholarships. Her need was met because her community was generous.
Biola alumni, staff, faculty, donors … they all contributed to the fund. 

It was a powerful dose of God’s providence. 
“It’s not only how great God is and the great big things he can do, but

also the great little things he can do,” said Bixler. “Money is a little thing,
and God is still taking care of it.”

For Bixler — and indeed, for those who generously gave money to
the fund that supported her — the experience was an exercise in
trusting in God’s faithfulness. In times like this, when it’s hard to see
how even God could make the math work, faith becomes all the more
important.

“This is a season we can look back on as one of the great learning times
of our faith,” said Biola’s president, Barry H. Corey. “We can walk forward
with assurance that these are the times God shows up in faithful and even
staggering ways.”

One of the ways Christians can build faith is to remain generous in giv-
ing, even if we don’t think we can afford to, said Rick Bee.  

“Now’s the time for us to really step out in faith and support those
organizations or individuals that are really having trouble,” said Bee. “It’s a
great test for us. Do we trust that God will provide for our needs?”

While the rest of the world loses faith in their governments, banks and
even themselves, what a testimony it would be if Christians grew in faith —
if, while the rest of the world divested, Christians invested in God’s work.
When everything in the world says we should worry more, what if Christians
worried less?  

It would be quite the message. 

“It’s tempting for Christians to view the

stock market or investments as security,” says

Peter Falk (’97). “But you have to remind 

yourself that while these things can be 

beneficial, you can’t take them with you.” 
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“I think every generation has to relearn the kingdom mentality of the
early church,” said Wilkins, who suggests that whenever we think about
money as Christians, we should start not with our own needs but with those
of others. 

And when better to illustrate these kingdom values than in a recession,
when so many in our families, churches and communities are in need 
of support? 

But compassion goes beyond supporting our own communities; it also
means that we reach out and help needy people wherever we find them. It
means that we give away whatever we can, whenever we can, to ease the bur-
den of others. 

American Christians are a rich group. By some estimates, churchgoing
American Christians collectively earn more than $2.5 trillion dollars every
year. If they were a country, they’d be invited to G7 summits. But what are
Christians doing with all this money? One thing they’re not doing — at least
not to the extent they could — is giving.

If all American Christians gave 10 percent of their after-tax income
back to the church, it would pump some $46 billion into Christian ministry
on an annual basis, according to statistics on Christian giving in the book
Passing the Plate. And if every Christian in the whole world did it, imagine
the global humanitarian needs that could be met! 

We have been greatly blessed. There are many who are in great need.
It’s just a question of how much we are willing to give up. 

5. We 
can learn to live with less

“No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love
the other, or he will hold to one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and money.” (Matthew 6:24)

It’s part of the reason we got into this financial crisis, and it’s one of the
things that must be addressed if we want to get out: our obsession with
always wanting more.

On an individual and national level, Americans spend more money
than they make, borrowing money they can’t repay and buying things they
can’t afford. It’s something that can’t be sustained, says Rundle, who thinks
the recession is a wakeup call for people to “get a grip on their finances and
live more simply.”

The problem of over-the-top consumption is always going to be a
problem in capitalism, because capitalism is imperfect and people are fall-

en, said Scott Rae, a business ethicist and Talbot professor of philosophy of
religion and ethics. But that doesn’t mean that we should throw the baby out
with the bathwater.

It’s not unethical to spend money, said Rae, “but we must remember
that there’s more to life than accumulating stuff.”

Katrina Greene, an anthropology professor in Biola’s Cook School
of Intercultural Studies, puts consumerism under the microscope
every fall in her “Economy, Society & Values” class, which uses as a
textbook Arthur Simon’s How Much is Enough: Hungering for God in an
Affluent Culture.

In the class, students are encouraged to ask questions about what con-
sumerism means in their lives. Do we identify ourselves through the things
we buy, like clothing, cars and music? How much is enough? Is our thirst for
“more” ever satisfied?

Greene, an economic anthropologist, emphasizes the contrast
between American economic values like individualism with other cultures
where there might be more of an emphasis on the welfare of the group. 

“When you see other cultures, you can see how priorities are differ-
ent,” she said. “We might learn from cultures where it’s not all about us and
what we want, but where our identity is bound up in others, moving through
life as a group, helping each other.”

At the end of the day, as we lament the bad economy and all that it means for
our shrinking wallets, the truth is we have it pretty good. For billions around
the world, our “recession” looks like an economic boom. The developing
world is constantly living in a recession that is deeper and more desperate
than America’s current situation.

And while we shouldn’t minimize the pain that many are going
through in our own communities, hopefully these times will provide the
affluent West with more empathy for the poor and marginalized in the
rest of the world.

“Many people in the West are dealing with issues of unemployment
and extreme financial hardship for the first time in their lives,” said
Greene. “But many people in the rest of the world deal with issues of pover-
ty and financial struggle every day.”

So perhaps above all, the recession offers us a bit of perspective:
Money is important, but it isn’t everything. It isn’t ours, but it is ours to use
for God. 

It’s a wakeup call to get our priorities in order. It’s a reminder to seek
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and to move forward with
confidence that God will bless our faithfulness.  Biola
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ASK  AN  EXPERT

What Can My Church Do About HIV/AIDS?
12,000 people became infected today. It’s on
every continent. It’s not going away. It’s getting
bigger, not smaller. And it impacts everybody.

Where is the crisis most severe?
Elizabeth: Well, part of the problem is that
people don’t know that they are positive. So the
greatest number of infections is in Asia because it
has the highest number of people. But it’s not
known, because people aren’t being tested. The
greatest known burden is in sub-Saharan Africa.
Sub-Saharan Africa has right now 15 million
children who are orphans.

Why is the disease continuing to spread as
rapidly as it is in some of these regions?
Elizabeth: There are many drivers of the pan-
demic: lack of knowledge, wrong things done to a
person or done by a person. The person who is at
greatest risk for contracting HIV right now in the
world is the married woman, and the primary
cause is unfaithfulness in married relationships.
But in different places there are different drivers.
Intravenous drug use is the primary driver for
parts of Asia, in Russia and in New York City. A
major driver in California is unfaithfulness in
married relationships and homosexual choices. 

It would be helpful if each of us would exam-
ine our own hearts. There is still a lot of stigma and
ignorance among Christians. While many believ-
ers care and have their eyes open to the way they
can care, there are still many believers who don’t
yet know how important HIV is on the local and
global scene. It’s a very unique disease; because it’s
preventable, people think — in their most hard-
hearted times — that people are getting what they
deserve. That has created a lot of distance between
caring for the sick like Jesus did and keeping our
eyes shut to it. 

As you’ve traveled the world and met so many
different people, is there one story in particu-
lar that has really made an impact on you?
Glenn: Probably the most poignant stories —
and we’ve seen them so many times — are moth-
ers who are dying. Many times the husband has
already died; they become infected first and then
bring it home to the wives. Over and over, what
these young moms and widows are most con-
cerned about is “Who is going to take care of my
children?” Many times they’ve been kicked out of

AIDS didn’t yet have a name or a known
cause when Glenn and Elizabeth Styffe
were Biola nursing students in the early

’80s. But they knew, even then, that the disease
would dramatically change the course of their
medical careers.

Not long after graduating and getting mar-
ried, Elizabeth found herself caring for some of
the first children to die of AIDS in Southern
California. Glenn, meanwhile, saw heartbreak-
ing situations as he provided home care to gay
men affected by the disease.

Nearly three decades later, Elizabeth is now a
leading voice in the campaign to get local church-
es to do more to fight HIV — serving as director of
the HIV/AIDS initiative at Saddleback Church in
Lake Forest, Calif. (The church, pastored by Rick
Warren, is actively involved in AIDS efforts around
the world and has worked with world leaders
through its “Global Summit on AIDS and the
Church.”) Glenn, a nursing professor at Biola,
regularly leads students on overseas trips to serve
communities affected by AIDS and other diseases.

Together, the couple has traveled the world
providing education and health services. And just
last year, they adopted three children from
Rwanda. Biola Magazine recently spoke with the
couple about the work that local churches and indi-
vidual Christians can be doing to confront what has
been called “the greatest pandemic of all time.”

It seems like we’ve been hearing less about
HIV/AIDS in recent years, at least here in the
United States. Do Americans have a false
sense of security — a false notion that the
problem is under control?
Elizabeth: Yes. When medications for HIV
were discovered in 1995, that changed every-
thing. People who were dying were now living
longer and better because of medication. At the
time, I really thought, “Great, we’ve got this under
control.” I had no idea. Today, cases of HIV are
actually increasing — not decreasing — in the
United States. And there are 33 million people
who are HIV positive around the world. Every 10
seconds or so somebody dies from HIV. Another
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With 15 million orphans, sub-Saharan Africa has been devastated by HIV/AIDS. Local churches must
begin to do more to stop the disease and care for the sick, Glenn and Elizabeth Styffe say.



the villages, and sometimes kicked out of the
churches. Many times the family support system
just goes away because of the stigma attached to
the disease. And they’re looking at their three or
four children, and some of those are HIV positive
as well, asking, “Who will take care of them?”

Elizabeth: Here in Orange County, there is a
man in our church who lived with HIV secretly
for 20 years. Glenn and I met him, actually, on a
plane. We were going as Christians to serve in
Kenya, and he was HIV positive. He had been
telling friends he had cancer. It wasn’t until our
church said, “If you’re HIV positive, you’re safe
here; it is not a sin to be sick,” that this man gave
his testimony at church that he was HIV positive.
It was his first time in 20 years of being HIV pos-
itive that he had told anybody other than his
immediate family.

That brings up a key question: What can local
churches be doing to minister to people who
are HIV positive in their own congregations
or communities — people who they might not
even know are suffering?
Elizabeth: We really believe that churches are
the hope of the world. Caring for people who are
HIV positive should be a signature of the church.
They can do six things, and it happens to fall
under the acrostic of CHURCH (see sidebar). 

Glenn: Of those, “removing the stigma” is
probably the most difficult, because we as
Christians can be so incredibly judgmental in
how we categorize sin, and because many of the
risk factors are connected with morality. In many
parts of the U.S., homosexuality is one of the
biggest risk factors. And that’s on the list of
“taboos” — if it’s not the unpardonable sin, it’s
very close to it. So as long as Christians are judg-
mental of each other, it will keep those struggles
that are linked to the disease in the dark, which is
where they flourish.

Are there additional, specific things that the
church can be doing on the global level? It
seems that the CHURCH acronym is tailored
more toward the local, domestic level.
Elizabeth: It’s for the local church everywhere.
Christians, no matter where they are, need to ask
how they can help to stop HIV where they live.
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Look, the government has tried to stop HIV and
it’s not working. Christian organizations have
tried to stop HIV and it’s not working. Unless we
get a focus on the local church, HIV will not end.
And the local church is everywhere. You can go to
every village, and sometimes you may not find a
post office or a civil government or even a school,
but you will find the local church.

So, for churches here in the U.S. that perhaps
want to do something to help in Africa or Asia,
the best thing for them to do is to find some
way to partner with local churches in those
areas — rather than working on their own or
with some other umbrella organization.
Glenn: Yes, but before a church gets passionate
about going to Africa or Asia to work with HIV,
they need to care about it in their own communi-
ty. Actually, not just their community — because
some Christians can put down their judgmental-
ism long enough to go to Long Beach or Laguna
Beach and work in a shelter for people with HIV,
but still not be welcoming in their own church. I
think they really need to get a passion and a com-
passion for the sinner that is in their midst and in
their mirror. Once they have that, they’re better
equipped to go to other parts of the world.

Elizabeth:Right, once we’ve done that, then we
can talk about serving locally and globally.
Everyone needs to be “glocal.” That’s the new
missions word. The church has several advan-
tages. It is the only thing that has the largest par-
ticipation, the simplest administration, the
longest continuation, the highest motivation, the
widest distribution, the fastest proliferation and
the strongest authorization. If we start with that
CHURCH acronym, it would change the pandem-
ic and we would have zeromoms saying, “Who will
take care of my children?”

Glenn (’82) and Elizabeth (Ainslie, ’82) Styffe each
hold master’s degrees in nursing from UCLA. Glenn
is an associate professor of nursing at Biola.
Elizabeth is director of the HIV/AIDS initiative at
Saddleback Church.

Local churches can take six basic steps
to begin ministering to those with
HIV/AIDS, Elizabeth Styffe says:

Care and support the sick: “Start mak-
ing your church a safe place. Preach ser-
mons on God’s compassion for the sick, or
start an HIV ministry in your church, so
that people know there is a place they
can come to.”

Help with testing and counseling:
“One of our goals is to get churches to
serve as places where you can get tested.
Because if people are going to be getting
a life-defining diagnosis, don’t you want
them to be at the church?”

Unleash a volunteer labor force: “The
only thing growing faster than HIV is the
local church. Every believer needs to do
what Jesus would do, which is care for
the sick. It’s the leprosy of our day.”

Remove the stigma: “Befriend some-
one who is HIV positive. Or have your pas-
tor be tested — not necessarily because
they’re at risk, but just to reinforce that it’s
not a sin to be sick.”

Champion healthful behavior: “You
can do this, for example, by promoting
abstinence outside of marriage and faith-
fulness in marriage.”

Help with medications: “In the United
States, people with HIV can lead a hard,
but relatively normal life thanks to med-
ication. But around the world, that’s not
true. Without treatment, around the world,
you will be dead in three to five years.”

From Church to CHURCH

For information, videos and additional resources
on addressing HIV/AIDS through the local
church, visit www.hivandthechurch.com.
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Ipulled my convertible VW into the Biola park-
ing lot at the back of Sutherland Hall, put the
car in park, gathered my books and walked

through the double glass doors. I arrived for
classes right on time and exactly 20 years later
than I had planned. I’ve got a great job; I’m an
English professor at Biola, a career that I love and
that, 20 years ago, was so far beyond my dreams
for myself that the possibility of doing this did
not occur to me.  

While I may not have envisioned myself as
an English professor back then, I could imagine
myself as an English major. In fact, I applied and
was accepted to Biola. This is where I had
planned to receive my undergraduate education,
but it is not where I attended. In fact, I didn’t go
to college right after high school.  

Two months into my senior year of high
school, my mom died. The oldest of five chil-
dren, I was grieving the loss of my mother,
putting my then 5-year-old brother to bed
and working instead of enrolling in Freshman
Composition, P.E. and History. My day-to-

day life changed drastically, and my future
altered course. 

Eventually, I went to college part time for a
semester, full time for a year, part time again for
several years, and finally full time for the last
three semesters of my bachelor’s degree. Four
colleges and 10 years later, I finished my B.A.
During much of that time, I felt like a quitter.
What I know now is that I was incredibly tena-
cious. I felt like I was walking a winding path
rather than a straight one. What I know now is
that, well, I was indeed walking a winding path,
but it was the right one. The shortest distance
isn’t always the optimal route.

My husband and I often use this analogy:
Saturdays are typically our errand days.  We don’t
plot our course by simply determining the short-
est route between our destinations — grocery
store, bank, Costco, Home Depot. Instead, we
consider a number of factors. Hinges from the
home improvement store don’t need to be refrig-
erated, but hamburger does. Therefore, we hit
Home Depot before Costco. In our errand-run-

ning, the best route is not always the most “effi-
cient” in terms of distance or time traveled.
There are other things to consider.  

The same is true of our lives. Sure, it would
have been great to graduate “on time,” but, in ret-
rospect, it was better to walk that circuitous path.
God was indeed ordering it. Since I was 6 years
old, I have known that I could trust God with my
soul. Over the past few years, I have been learning
what it means to trust him with my life — my
plans, my hopes, my future and my present. I
cling to Proverbs 16:9 as I make my plans and
know that God directs my steps. 

I’m in my 40s now, and things are good. I
have a lovely home, a terrific job, good friends
and an incredible marriage. I have felt joy, con-
tentment, even triumph. However, sometimes
things are pretty tough. I have also felt sorrow,
confusion, even anger. Regardless of what I feel —
or maybe better phrasing is in the midst of what I
feel, in the midst of my circumstances — I have
begun to say, “What can I learn? Lord, how do you
want to shape my character?”  

As I ask these questions, and as I continue to
learn to surrender my life to God, my focus has
become less about outcome and increasingly
about what God is doing in my life and my heart
in this moment or season. I set goals; I plan a
path; and I work hard to achieve these aims; but I
am more comfortable with what appear to be
detours or changes in destination.  

I read in Scripture that I am to trust God with
all of my heart, not lean on my own understand-
ing, acknowledge him in everything I do and
know that he will make my path straight
(Proverbs 3:5-6). My “straight path” has had
numerous bends in the road, but I know that God
has ordered my steps. I arrived ready for classes
at Biola precisely two decades later and in a dif-
ferent role than I had planned, but I got here right
on time.

Cassandra Van Zandt 

Assistant professor of English; 
Van Zandt holds an M.A. and Ph.D.
from the University of California,
Riverside. She will assume the role of
dean of humanities and social 
sciences in August.

DEVOT IONAL

Curving Along the Straight Path

BIOLA
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Death by Church: Rescuing Jesus from His
Followers, Recapturing God’s Hope for His
People, Mike Erre (M.A. ’04), Harvest House,
January 2009; The church is Jesus’ hands and feet
today. But critics see it as hypocritical, irrelevant
and unloving. Material ism and consumerism
abound. Mike Erre, teaching pastor and author of
Jesus of Suburbia and Why Guys Need God, reveals
how this has happened and how Christians can
more effectively demonstrate Christ’s presence by
again becoming incarnational (allowing Jesus to

live in and through His people), eucharistic (reenacting the ministry and
sacrifice of Jesus to the world), baptismal (dying to old ways of thinking and
presenting the resurrection of Jesus as the beginning of the renewal of all
things), communal (correcting an overly individualistic spirituality by living
as the community of God) and eschatological (presenting a more helpful and
hopeful interpretation of the end of our story). 

The God Question, J.P. Moreland (distinguished
professor of philosophy), Harvest House, January
2009; Does God exist, and can we know him?
Moreland abandons traditional didactic apologet-
ics and entices skeptics and dissatisfied believers
into a conversation about the emptiness and anxi-
ety so many feel today. He invites them to the
abundant life Jesus offers but that so few seem to
be experiencing. Moreland shows that people are
created by a benevolent God and given a life-
enhancing purpose. He empowers readers to
overcome obstacles to faith, embrace an enticing view of Jesus and the king-
dom of God and replace unhelpful images of God with the truth. Readers
will find practical and effective ways to experience intimacy with God, an
effective life of prayer and a confident hope in life after death.

Race & the War on Poverty: From Watts to East
L.A., Robert Bauman (’86), University of
Oklahoma Press, December 2008; President
Lyndon B. Johnson’s War on Poverty did more
than offer aid to needy Americans; in some cities,
it also sparked both racial conflict and coopera-
tion. Race and the War on Poverty examines the
African American and Mexican American com-
munity organizations in Los Angeles that emerged
to implement War on Poverty programs. It
explores how organizers applied democratic

vision and political savvy to community action, and how the ongoing
African American, Chicano and feminist movements in turn shaped the
contours of the War on Poverty’s goals, programs and cultural identity. 

This is Your Brain on Joy, Earl Henslin (Psy.D.
’86), Thomas Nelson, January 2009; What does
the latest research in brain science and brain
imaging say about our ability (or inability) to expe-
rience joy and happiness? Is our lack of joy a sin
problem or a brain problem? Henslin reveals that
to enjoy our lives to the fullest, to become more
loving and more Christ-like, we need to become
more capable of healing and nourishing our
brains. Many problems, long thought of as spiritu-
al in nature — anger, depression, mood swings,

anxiety, addictions — are often the result of a sick brain that cannot compre-
hend a good and loving God. This Is Your Brain on Joy shares exciting new
findings in neuroscience that are spiritually sound, showing us how to care
for our brains so we not only more effectively use them to glorify God but
also experience his love.

When Athens Met Jerusalem: An Introduction to
Classical and Christian Thought, John Mark
Reynolds (director of the Torrey Honors Institute
and professor of philosophy), IVP Academic, June
2009; Christian theology shaped and is shaping
many places in the world, but it was the Greeks
who originally gave a philosophic language to
Christianity. John Mark Reynolds’s book When
Athens Met Jerusalem provides students a well-
informed introduction to the intellectual under-
pinnings (Greek, Roman and Christian) of
Western civilization and highlights how certain
current intellectual trends are now eroding those very foundations. This
work makes a powerful contribution to the ongoing faith-versus-reason
debate, showing that these two dimensions of human knowing are not dia-
metrically opposed, but work together under the direction of revelation.

Healing for the Father Wound, H. Norman Wright
(’90), Bethany House, June 2008; Do you have a
father wound? When dads disappoint us, we can
be profoundly affected for the rest of our lives.
Here you’ll find help to face your hurt and repair
the damage. Topics covered include: losing your
father through divorce, death or abandonment;
seeing denial for what it is and how it holds you
back; discovering how to improve your relation-
ship with your dad; and finding your real — and
perfect — heavenly Father. Using Scripture, hon-

est testimonies and insights shared from Wright’s many years of counseling
experience, this book can take you from pain and heartache to renewed joy
as you realize that your heavenly Father has always been there for you.

I N  PR INT

Books By Biolans 

“In Print” features books by Biola alumni and faculty. Send submissions to: Biola Magazine, 13800 Biola Ave., La Mirada, CA 90639. 
Self-published books must have a back cover endorsement from a known name in the book’s field. 
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News & Notes 

1950s
Bill (’53) and Joyce Holeman recently authored and self-
published their life story, The Dummy in the Middle. “Preacher
Bill” served as pastor of Jacks Branch Bible Church for 29
years and became known for his outreach to local schools and
jails using ventriloquist dolls Homer and Henry, who appear
with him on the book’s cover. The book is available online at
www.kmminc.org/holemanbook.htm and all proceeds go to
Youth Haven Bible Camp in Beattyville, Ky. Stay in touch with
the Holemans at bholeman@kmminc.org.

1970s
Janice (Peterson,’76) and Randy (M.A. ’86) Kent will be in
Southern California from September to December to cele-
brate their 20th year of missionary service in France. If you
would like to join in their celebration, contact them at 
kentsfrance@yahoo.com or on Facebook as “Randy-Jan Kent.”

Michael Goodell (’77) is pleased to announce the publication
of his novel, Zenith Rising, which features one of the more
sympathetic portraits of a Baptist minister you will ever read
in a mainstream contemporary novel.

G. Bradley Cole (’78) was recently appointed chief operating
officer at Genomic Health, Inc., a Redwood City, Calif.-based
life science company focused on the development and com-
mercialization of genomic-based clinical laboratory services
for cancer. In addition to receiving a B.S. in business from
Biola, Cole has an MBA from San Jose State. 

1980s
Barbara (Moyen,’81) and Eric (’80) Messelthave been living
in Olympia, Wash., for the last four years. Eric graduated last
year from Western Seminary in Portland, Ore., with an M.A.
in exegetical theology and is currently working to complete an
M.Div. In November, Eric accepted a call to serve as pastor of
Lakeside Bible Chapel (www.lbchapel.org) in Sterling
Heights, Mich. The Messelts’ daughter Irene recently started
as a freshman at Biola in the Torrey Honors program. 

Brent Olstad’s (’84) new music arrangement, “Redeemed,” for
handbell choir and flute, was recently published by From the
Top Music. His wife, Rachel (’87) is a major contributing writer
on a new book published by Gospel Light, Special Needs Smart
Pages, a great resource for ministry to children with disabilities.  

Joani(Taylor, ’87) Bell and her husband, Mike, have been min-
istering to Mormons in Utah since 1998. Now over 1,500 people
attend the three campuses that their church, South Mountain
Community Church, has spearheaded. The Bells recently added
Hungry For Life to their repertoire of ministry based in Draper,
Utah. HFL partners the resourced body of Christ in North
America with the poorer bodies of Christ in Third World coun-
tries. www.hungryforlife.org; www.smccutah.org.

1990s
Arlene (Kho, ’92) Pellicane recently published the audio
book, Losing Weight After Baby: 31 Days to a New You. The one-
month audio course is geared toward new moms who don’t
have time to read, but still need help making healthy choices.

Each daily message focuses on a particular aspect of losing
weight and ends with a doable action step. For information,
visit www.losingweightafterbaby.com. Pallicane also spoke at
the Crystal Cathedral on Mother’s Day. 

2000s
Bryan (’00) and Stephanie (Huling, ’02) Mazzarello recently
moved to Oakland, Calif., and took their graphic design busi-
ness full time. They returned to the Bay Area after two years in
Seattle, where Bryan worked as Web designer and adjunct art
professor at Seattle Pacific University. Visit their Web site at
www.mazzarello.comor e-mail at bryan@mazzarello.com.

Steve Underwood (M.A. ’02) recently entered a doctor of
education program at Boise State University.  He works for
the Idaho State Department of Education as the Title I
Coordinator, and has previously been involved at the state
level in the leadership of Reading First. Steve is grateful for
the leadership and learning that he gained through his
courses at Biola. 

Wendy Moullet (’04) was
named in January 2009
as attorney in the Ryan,
Swan son & Cleveland law
firm in Seattle. Moullet
earned her law degree
from Seattle University
School of Law, where she
focused her studies on
corp orate and legal writ-
ing. She earned her under -
 graduate degree in com-
munication from Biola and
is a member of the Ameri -

can Health Lawyers Association. 

Bridget Laffittee (’04) graduated in December 2008 with her
M.S. in psychology from the University of Phoenix, which she
hopes to use to become a psychology professor. She currently
lives in Apple Valley, Calif., and works as a senior case manag-
er at Prototypes. She is grateful for her time at Biola and would
like to thank all of her professors. 

Marriages
Martin Zapata (’96) married Kim DeJong on May 24, 2008,
in Pasadena, Calif.  Biolans in the wedding included Jorie
DeJong DeBoer (’95), Becky DeJong Wilkinson (’97), Aaron
Zapata (’97) and Konrad Hack (’96). Martin is a Web manag-
er for Econolite Control Products while Kim is taking a break
from teaching Spanish.  The couple attends The Rock
Community Church and resides in Yorba Linda, Calif.

Scott and Barbara (Kendall, ’98) Maisonet were married
March 9, 2008,  in the Dominican Republic. Alumna
Caraleigh J. (Baum, ’99) Thomas joined the couple for the big
day. The couple lives in San Diego, where Barbara runs her
own coaching company — YOU Choose Life & Business

Continued on page 32

Randy and Janice Kent

Wendy Moullet
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Alumni Files 
You’re Always Welcome to Come ‘Home’

Rick Bee 
(’79, M.A. ’90, Ph.D. ’01) 

Senior Director of Alumni Relations 

E-mail us at alumni@biola.edu or call (562) 903-4728.

Is this your year to “come home?”Numerous
songs have been written about it, and stories
have been told about the   longing to return

home. Whether it is Christmas memories set to
song, or seeking comfort during trials and diffi-
culties, humans have that desire and longing to go
back to the places and people that mean the most
to them. We draw comfort from being with friends
and family members who have influenced our
lives, and where we really feel “at home.” And, I
think the older I get, the more places and people
like that have come to mean to me.

In mid April, my wife, Julie, and I returned
to Arizona for a wonderful evening of music with
the Biola Chorale, King’s Men and special alum-
na guest artist Katie Van Kooten. The location of
the concert was Scottsdale Bible Church, where
numerous alumni have served through the years.
It was a great evening of music followed by an
alumni reception and reminiscing about our
Biola experience with alumni and members of
the Chorale, the next generation of Biola gradu-
ates. For me, the opportunity to go to Arizona is a
“returning home.” Having been raised in the
desert, being out there reminds me how much I
miss the desert’s smells, sounds, feel, beauty and
heat. OK, maybe I don’t miss the heat! But I do
have a special love for Arizona.

The alumni who attended that night
remind ed me that for most of us, Biola is also
home. And even if you haven’t been back on
campus in many years, just the mention of
friends, faculty, experiences and even smells
and sounds of the Biola campus can remind
you of coming home. 

Do you remember hearing the bells ring
across campus before chapel? What about the
smell of the cafeteria in the morning for breakfast
when you were really hungry, or a mocha cappuc-
cino in Common Grounds when you were having
trouble staying awake to study? (Only to later fall
asleep in a bean-bag chair in the library!) How
about your voice being gone — and your ears ring-
ing — after the Azusa or Westmont basketball
game or Midnight Madness? Or, the quietness of
the room and your spirit when you went to pray in
the Rose of Sharon Prayer Chapel? Do you
remember sitting in the gym or a classroom lis-
tening to a life-changing message? These things
to me are also going home. Home to a place that
was influential in my life, to people that I care

deeply for, and where I really feel … “home!”
Having completed my 30th year at Biola (I

know … I don’t look that old!) I have been
blessed and privileged to work at a place I call
home. This coming year we are hosting numer-
ous events here on the Biola campus and at ven-
ues throughout Southern California, and we will
be together with the Biola family in local chapters
and events all across the nation and world. I hope
you will consider joining us as we continue to
make it possible for you to be “Alumni for Life.”

Watch your mail or go to the Biola Web page
for a schedule of alumni events, and call your
friends, as we look forward to being with you. I
hope you will hurry home!

Come relive your fond memories while staring up at the Bell Tower. 
Just don’t do it at the wrong time of day; your ears might not forgive you.

SUMMER  ’ 0 9  

Do you remember 
hearing the bells ring
across campus before
chapel? What about the
smell of the cafeteria in
the morning for breakfast
when you were really
hungry, or a mocha

cappuccino in Common
Grounds when you were
having trouble staying

awake to study?
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Coaching — while also working as a referral specialist for
www.sendoutcards.com/56114.

Esther Sunukjian (’02) married Ian McCurry on Jan. 10 at
Grace Brethren Church in Long Beach, Calif. Alumni in the
wedding party included matrons of honor, Mary (Sunukjian,
’00) Matthias and Sarah (Sunukjian, ’97) Marsh, bridesmaid
Sarah (Hunt, ’02) Sabatino, and groomsman Michael
Matthias (’02). 

Teri Hopper (’03) married Jacob Clemons on Nov. 15, 2008,
in Diamond Bar, Calif. Alumni in the wedding included
Trisha Wynn (Hopper, ’99), Traci Shoemaker (Hopper, ’00),
Renee Shaeffer (Orem, ’03), Natalie Dejohn (’03), Beth
(Turner, ’04) Jones and Brett Kunkle (’97). Jacob and Teri live
in Costa Mesa and attend Rock Harbor. Teri works as a speech
therapist at a hospital in Tustin and is an adjunct professor in
the communication disorders department at Biola
while Jacob works for Wells Fargo in Irvine.

Continued on page 34

New Tradition Brings 
Alumni Back to Campus

The second night of Homecoming ’09 brought students and alumni together 
for a post-basketball-game party with karaoke and food.

Alumni from across the decades came
home to Biola in February for
Homecoming ’09: A New Tradition!

— bringing their memories and their healthy
appetites with them.

The Feb. 20–22 event — packed with
opportunities to reminisce, party and, yes, eat
— offered something for everyone, from Biola’s
Golden Eagles to current students who will one
day join the alumni ranks.

“We launched this event with the hopes of
bringing the Biola community back together —
getting students and alumni on campus to
share and connect with each other,” said
Deannah Baesel, assistant manager of
advancement events. “I was thrilled to see so
many families, students and alumni of all ages
gather together, united in love for this school.”

The weekend got off to a good start with
breakfast and lunch events for the Golden
Eagles — those who graduated from Biola 50 or
more years ago — as former classmates
swapped stories from the days in downtown
Los Angeles at Sixth and Hope streets. The
morning’s chapel also had a homecoming
theme, and included the presentation of the
annual Alumni Awards. The first day was
capped with a Sweetheart Dinner for couples
who met and married at Biola.  

Saturday featured several affinity group
reunions, including English graduates and

alumni parents, and a variety of athletic events.
Men’s and women’s homecoming basketball
games were bookended by a Decades Dinner,
featuring retro décor and cuisine designed to
reflect Biola’s 50-year history in La Mirada,
and a post-game party featured karaoke, a car-
icature artist and plenty of food.

With the successful completion of
Homecoming ’09, planning is already under-
way for Homecoming 2010. Alumni Relations
is hoping that it will be even bigger and better
… and they’re counting on alumni to help
make that happen! 

If you’re interested in being involved in
planning the weekend, or if you’d like to
suggest and/or host an affinity or class year
reunion, please contact Sue Kimber at
sue.kimber@biola.edu. For photos and videos
of Homecoming ’09, visit www.biola.edu/
alumni. 

Hopper-Clemons Wedding

Kendall-Maisonet Wedding

DeJong-Zapata Wedding

Alumni Awards
Biola handed out its annual Alumni Awards 

on Feb. 20 during Homecoming ’09. 
Honorees included:

l  Jared White, Young Alumni Award
l  Bob and Sharon Hilts, Global Service Award
l  Rick and Debbie Yorgey and Ted and 

Karey Yeats, Clyde Cook Missions Award
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Pastoring a
Church Plant
Clayton Diltz (M.Div.
’03, Th.M. ’05) is
teach ing pastor at
Kaleo Christian Fell -
ow ship, a new church
plant in Visalia, Calif.
In addition to his
semi nary education at
Talbot, Clayton also

received a Th.D. from Calvin College, which he
earned while studying through a distance-learn-
ing program in India. On top of his pastoral work,
Clayton also currently teaches classes at Fresno
Pacific University on Jesus and the first century
world, biblical perspectives, and Jesus and com-
munity. Clayton and his wife, Stephanie, have
been married for eight years and have three chil-
dren: Trinity, 5; CJ (Clayton Jireh), 3; Raquel
(“Rockie” Shiloh), 1; and another baby coming in
July. Clayton and Stephanie are also representa-
tives for Reliv International (www.reliv.com), a
food-science company that helps families
improve health and build financial security. The
couple views Reliv as an extension of their min-
istry, allowing them to work with people to help
them get off medications, recover from cancer,
lose weight, feel better and earn an income, all in
a down economy. “The prayer requests of most
people fall under two umbrellas: health and
finances,” said Clayton. “Reliv has an answer for
both, and it has helped our family along both
those lines.”

Raising Four Kids and 
Getting a Master’s Degree 
Laura Plascencia (’01) just completed her second
year of a three-year master’s program in commu-

nication disorders and sciences through a dis-
tance-learning program at Cal State Northridge.
Laura is married to Mark Plascencia (’00), whom
she met during orientation week at Biola in the fall
of 1997. They’ll celebrate their 10-year anniver-
sary this July. Laura and Mark have four children —
Samuel, 6, Jacob, 5, Olivia, 3, and Luke, 1 — and the
family resides in Paso Robles, Calif. Mark works as
a software engineer at SRI International in San
Luis Obispo. After taking time off from school to
have a family, Laura was motivated to further her
education in speech and language pathology to
better meet the needs of her son, who has an
autism spectrum disord er. She is currently work-
ing on forming a local faith-based support group
for families of children with special needs.  “No
matter what the specific need of the child, these
families need support, prayer and encourage-
ment,” she said. The family attends Berean Bible
Fellowship in Atascadero, where Laura’s father is
the senior pastor and fellow Biolan Chris
Patterson is the worship and youth pastor. Laura
sings on the church’s praise team and hosts a
monthly family Bible study.

Selling the Art of a Well-Known Painter
Following his graduation from Biola, Jeff Hart
(’82) worked jobs as a copier salesman, window
washer and chainman apprentice on a survey
crew, before getting into teaching English as a

second language for 11 years. In 1992, he married
his wife, Deborah, and in 2001, the couple moved
to Salt Lake City, where Jeff got a job teaching high
school draft and design. In 2006, Jeff left teaching
to work as a drafting technician with Willbros
Engineers, but was laid off — along with the entire
35-person office — in November 2008. Finding
no engineering work, Jeff switched industries in
early 2009 and went to work as vice president of
sales and marketing for Friberg Fine Art, Inc.

(www.fribergfineart.com), the exclusive purveyor
of the paintings of Arnold Friberg, most known
for “The Prayer at Valley Forge.” Jeff greatly enjoys
working in an “artistic” field and sharing that
common ground with Deborah, who designs jew-
elry (www.deborahhartoriginals.com). In the
future, Jeff and Deborah hope to get into ministry,
establishing communities where people live sus-
tainable lifestyles in more vital connection with
each other. They also envision the use of fine art to
“establish and promote biblical wholeness
throughout culture.” 

Spreading the Gospel 
to California Public Schools
Kellee Thompson (’07) works full-time for the
California School Project (CSP), a Christian
nonprofit ministry that equips students, teach-

ers, parents, churches and organizations to pro-
mote God, the Bible and prayer in California
public schools. She works as the director of
HomeTown Projects, helping CSP volunteer
mentors take the training they have learned
working with local high schools back to their
hometowns around California and other
states.  Among other things, Kellee helps stu-
dents put on outreach events on their campus-
es.  During Biola’s 2009 spring break, CSP led
trips to Santa Rosa, Vacaville and Delhi,
Calif. Kellee is also the director of training and
director of administration for CSP, helping to
run the office, correspond with supporters and
keep everything running. “I love what I do!” said
Kellee. “There is such fulfillment helping col-
lege students, high school students, teachers and
pastors bring the gospel to public high schools.”
Kellee lives in Whittier, Calif., with three other
graduates from Biola and is actively involved
with her church, First Baptist of Lakewood. 

Where Are They Now? 

We surprised these alumni with a phone call or e-mail. Who knows, you may be the next alumnus to be featured in “Where Are They Now?” 
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Compaan (’08), Adam Day (’07) and Ben Jones (’08) were all
groomsmen; Laura Watts (’07) was a bridesmaid. The Clarks live
in Arnold, Md., with their Jack Russell terrier puppy, “Mr. Jack.”

Births
Colin Aitken (’89) and Kelly Aitken are proud to announce
the birth of Alyia Grace Aitken in Beijing, China, on Nov. 5.
She weighed 7.5 pounds and was 11.8 inches long. Mom and
dad are thankful to God for a gift of a beautiful daughter.
cjaitken2001@yahoo.com.

Brett and Jeanna (Valenzuela, ’90) Johnson would like to
announce the birth of their daughter, Amanda Grace
Elizabeth Johnson, on March 11, 2008. Brett works for Intel as
an equipment engineer. Jeanna is currently a stay-at-home
mom but hopes to find another job in the accounting/finance
industry. jeannajohnson@verizon.net

Todd (’91) and Kim Smith have been blessed with their sec-
ond son, Titus Lavern Smith, born Oct. 19. His brother, Noah,
3, is excited to be a big brother. Todd and Kim live in West
Sacramento, Calif. Todd is a portfolio manager for CalPERS
and Kim works part time as a second-grade teacher and is a
stay-at-home mom the rest of the time.

Troy James Block (’94) and Nicole Wohland Block are
excited to announce the birth of their daughter, Taylor
Block. She was born on March 1, 2008, at UCLA and joins
her big brother, Trey. Troy and Nicole celebrated their 10-
year anniversary in September and live in Los Angeles,
where Troy is a research associate for Capital Group
Companies. www.wohlandblock.com.

Mark and Maribeth (Paget, ’96, M.A. ’00) Reinbold
announce the birth of their son, Jacob Matthew.  The “Big
Hunk” was born on March 18, 2007, weighing 10 pounds, 4
ounces and measuring 20.5 inches! Ruthanne, 3, is thrilled to
have a baby brother. Mark is a deputy sheriff for Riverside
County and Maribeth teaches fifth grade part time. The fami-
ly lives in Temecula, Calif.

Aaron (’96) and Crystal (’96) Coldiron are proud to
announce the birth of their third son, Ethan Richard, on Dec.
2, 2007. He joins big brother Micah, 6, and Joel, 3. Aaron
works in marketing at Microsoft while Crystal mainly stays at
home and teaches part time. crystal_coldiron@hotmail.com.

Bobby and Carolyn (Crandall, ’99) Jacobpraise God for their
third baby, Lydia Faith, born Nov. 28. Lydia joins Layna, 5,
and Nathaniel, 3. Bobby works for the Social Security
Administration and Carolyn loves homeschooling and being a
mommy. Carolyn also works per diem as a registered nurse at
an urgent care clinic. jacobcrew@sbcglobal.net.

Merina (Thomas, ’99) and Brent Amos joyfully welcomed
their second child, Savannah Belle Amos on June 17, 2008.
She weighed 10 pounds, 1 ounce and measured 21.5
inches. She was admitted to the NICU with pneumonia short-
ly after birth, but has been very healthy since. Her big broth-
er, Sebastian, 3, can’t get enough of her! Catch up with them
via Facebook.

Jon (’99) and Tammy (Sturm, ’00) Mathis are overjoyed with
the arrival of their second little girl, Briella Joy. She was given
a warm welcome into the family on March 13, 2008, by
Malena, 2. The family recently moved to Portland, Ore.,
where Jon is dean of residence and commuter life at
Multnomah University and Tammy loves her position as
director of early childhood nurturing and development in the
Mathis home.

Winona (Wilson, ’99) Cannady and husband Gene Cannady
are pleased to announce the birth of their second child, Kate
Leigh Cannady, born Nov. 6. The Cannadys are adjusting to
their new life in Evans, Ga., where Gene is a pediatrician and
Winona loves being at home with the kids and keeping up her
RN skills two days a week. wincannady@gmail.com.

Luke Peterson (’05) and Jory Ryan were married on Feb.
15 in Wheeling, W.Va. The two met at graduate school at
Regent University. Luke has recently graduated with his
M.A. in public administration and is currently working
as the housing coordinator for Greene County, Pa.
lucas.peterson@gmail.com.

Sarah (Auda, ’05) Jaggardmarried Jason Jaggard on Nov. 1 in
Pasadena, Calif. Sarah has an M.A. in entrepreneurial leader-
ship and is now a leader and communicator at Mosaic. She is
an adjunct professor of communication at Biola and has trav-
eled the globe training teams in leadership.

John Collier Coghlan (’06) and Briana Nicole (Toledo,
’07) were married on June 21, 2008, in Antigua, Guatemala.
The couple is pursuing mission opportunities with
Christian Resource Ministries with a goal of service, possi-
bly in Venezuela in the near future. They presently live in
Southern California.

Rachel (Pitts, ’07) and Patrick Runyon (’08) were married
on July 26, 2008, at Mariners Church in Irvine, Calif. Michael
Anthony, Biola professor and longtime friend of the couple,
officiated. Biolans in the wedding party included Ashley Otani
(’07), Kristin Sellars (’07), Kristin Martin (’08), Kacie Lyding
(’09), Elijah Horner (’08), Paul Lee (’08) and James Shook
(’08). Patrick is an EMT and is pursuing a career as a firefight-
er paramedic. Rachel is the elementary director at Mariners.
The couple lives in Lake Forest.

Heidi Reitsma (’08) and Drew Bernhard were married in a
garden wedding on June 20, 2008, in Twin Falls, Idaho.
Biolans in the ceremony included Jenny Eiland (’08) as maid
of honor and Kristen Terpstra (’10), Kristen Peterson (’09)
and Robyn Davidson (’09) as bridesmaids. The couple resides
in San Diego. 

Daniel (’07) turned Heather (Onken, ’07) into a Clark on May
30, 2008, in Annapolis, Md. They were married at Bay Area
Community Church, where they first met in high school. Kyle Continued on page 36

Ryan-Peterson Wedding Auda-Jaggard Wedding 

Pitts-Runyon Wedding

Reitsma-Bernhard Wedding 

Onken-Clark Wedding Toledo-Coghlan Wedding 
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Brian Mayes (’93) is a prominent figure on
the Nashville music scene. But it’s not
because of his musical talent. It’s because

he knows the world of publicity. Since 2002,
Mayes has been running his own company,
Nashville Publicity Group, where he has had
the opportunity to represent multi-platinum
recording artists, award-winning actors, authors
and feature films. Prior to moving to Nashville in
1996, Mayes — a Los Angeles native — worked in
artist management and for various TV/film proj-
ects including The Late Show with Arsenio Hall,
The Wonder Years and The Grammy Awards. He
recently shared his story with Biola Magazine. 

I started out in the entertainment field
as a manager and publicist, before moving
to Nashville in 1996 to take the director of pub-
licity position at Brentwood Records. From there
I moved to Audience Records where I served as
vice president/director of A&R and marketing.
In 2002, I decided to launch my own PR firm,
and Nashville Publicity Group was born. 

The idea behind my company was
simple. I wanted to provide a valuable service
without compromise.  There’s a strange phe-
nomenon in Music City (Nashville). Many of the
music professionals were hired right out of col-
lege into entry-level positions, and they graduat-
ed up the corporate ladder as positions became
avail able. So it’s not uncommon to find a publi-
cist or marketing director that has a very simple
concept of what a publicity or marketing plan
really is. I learned very quickly that Nashville was
missing a more aggressive approach to publicity,
similar to what you would expect from a Los
Angeles or New York-based company. 

We work hard to help our clients con-
nect with their audience. It’s not enough
to create visibility; you have to help people fall in
love with the client. We’re “matchmakers.”

Throughout my career, it was always
my interaction with the media that
excited me. I loved the challenge, and the fact
that every project provided a unique set of obsta-
cles.  It was the one thing that I knew I would
never tire of.

3 5

There are benefits
and challen ges to
my profession. I’ve
travel ed the world, met
some in cre dibly interest-
ing people, and in a small
way, the work that I do has
an impact on popular cul-
ture every single day. We
strive to make that a positive
im pact.  The challenges in -
clude finding the energy to
travel the world, dealing with
the “interesting” people, and
making every effort to ensure
that the im pact we have on culture 
is positive!  

A large portion of our clients are
Christian or faith-based enter tain -
ment companies, but we handle
numerous general market projects
as well. Last year, we handled publicity
for VH1 Classic Presents: Aftermath: The
Station Fire Five Years Later, a concert special
that featured performances by Tesla, Winger,
Aaron Lewis (Staind), Twisted Sister, John Rich,
Dierks Bentley, Whiskey Falls, Gretchen Wilson,
Stryper with Boston, Mr. Big and many others.
We’re currently representing a new educational
series featuring Garfield, as well as the multi-plat-
inum pop group Blessid Union of Souls.

Even though we are a young com-
pany, we’ve been very fortu-
nate! We’ve had the chance to work on proj-
ects with Elvis Presley Enterprises, and I’ve been
on the road with major acts like the
Jonas Bro thers.  In the Christian/
Gospel world, we’ve had the privilege
of representing some of the industry’s
biggest names, such as DecembeRadio, Kurt
Carr, Martha Munizzi, Rachael Lampa, Mark
Lowry, Kevin Max (of dcTalk), Jump5, Stryper, Pat
Boone, BarlowGirl, Bob Carlisle, Bryan Dun can,
Phil Keaggy, Ever life and many more. We’ve also
represented, and continue to represent, Christ -
ian reggae group Christ afari. Lead singer and
found er Mark Mohr (’94) and I met as students at
Biola nearly 20 years ago.

I’ve been a major
Elvis fan my en -
tire life, and I’ve
been fortunate
in re cent years
to develop a
great relation -
ship with the
estate. I would

love to get more
in volved there. My

dream gig would be
running Elvis Pres -
ley Enter prises.  If

they call, I’ll shut down
my company and head 

to Memphis with out hesi-
tation!

When I’m not work -
ing, I like to travel, and
my girlfriend, Jessica,
and I are movie-buffs.

We also catch a lot of live
shows. We do live in the

Music City, after all.

The past decade has
been fast-paced and
filled with excite-

ment, and I’ve loved every
minute of it.  But at some

point, I’d like to slow down
a little bit, and enjoy the

things around me that
I often take for grant-
ed. My girlfriend and
I are planning to take
that next step in the
very near future,

and a family proba-
bly is not far behind.  New

challenges lie ahead!

Biola had a tremendous impact on me,
both personally and professionally. I miss
the friendships and the opportunity to be around
so many people that had a similar worldview.  It
was inspiring. You leave Biola with the under-
standing that you are not alone in the world.

Biolans Up Close Brian 
Mayes’ Musical ‘Matchmaking’
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Nick (’01) and Heather (Hulin, ’01) Salas are tickled pink to
announce the birth of their precious little girl, Colette Joy,
born on July 31, 2008. Nick and Heather live in Colorado
Springs, Colo., where Nick works as a high school math
teacher and Heather works part time as a speech-language
pathologist for their school district.

Kevin (’01) and Erica (Baer, ’01) Treat are happy to
announce the adoption of their son, Abel Benaiah Girma
Treat. Abel was born in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia on March 12,
2007, and came home to Albuquerque, N.M., on March 9,
2008. Abel was welcomed into his forever family by his big
brother, Eben.

Ryan (’01) and Becky (Roach, ’01, M.A. ’03) Nicholas have
their first son! Cooper James Nicholas was welcomed into the
world on Nov. 3. They recently moved to Folsom, Calif., out-
side of Sacramento, where Ryan took on his own family med-
icine practice. Becky is taking a break from teaching to be a
new mommy. nicholas.becky@gmail.com.

Konrad and Shannon (Aucutt, ’02) Malkowski welcomed
the arrival of their first child, Karolina Maria, born Sept. 26.
Konrad is a research fellow in the Scalable Scientific

Computing Laboratory in the Penn State University
Department of Computer Science Engineering, and
Shannon works for the Penn State libraries. The Malkowskis
live in State College, Pa., and are proud Penn State Nittany
Lion football fans!

Kevin (’02) and Amber (Wiens, ’02, M.A. ’04) Grant joyful-
ly announce the birth of their twins. Logan Thomas and
Charlotte Jane were born on Jan. 3. The Grants live in
Anaheim, Calif. Kevin is the director of the learning center at
Biola. Amber is a high school teacher, but is taking some time
off to care for Logan and Charlotte. ambergrant7@gmail.com.

Bryan (’02) and Gloria (Scott, ’04) Mahan welcomed the
birth of their daughter, Makellah Louise, on Nov. 25. She
joins her brother, Devlyn, 2. The family recently bought a
home in Lakewood, Calif. Bryan is a history teacher at
Stanford Middle School in Long Beach and Gloria works from
home to be with the kids. Find them on Facebook or e-mail
gloriamahan@yahoo.com.

Josh (’02) and Emily (’02) White announce the birth of their
daughter, Abigail Elise White, born on July 18, 2008. She was
19 inches long and weighed 7 pounds, 5 ounces. Abigail joins
older brothers, Joel and Seth.  

Gabe (’03) and Emily (Palmer, ’03) Moothart are pleased to
announce the birth of their third son, Josiah Patrick. Josiah
was born on Sept. 29. He is welcomed by his big brothers,
Jonathan, 3, and Thomas, 1. Emily stays exceedingly busy as a
stay-at-home mother and Gabe works as a software develop-
er in Irvine, Calif.

Bryce and Kara (Feenstra, ’03) Naylor celebrated
Independence Day by welcoming their own little firework.
Deacon Emmaus was born July 4, 2008, weighing 8 pounds, 5
ounces. The Naylors serve in a ministry called Hope Now for
Youth, which reaches out to gang members in downtown
Fresno, Calif. www.hopenow.org.

Cody (’03) and Tara (Anderson, ’04) Hircock welcomed
Caleb Matthew into the world on May 24, 2008.  Cody is a
graduate student at Cal State Northridge, pursuing his mas-
ter’s degree in physical therapy. Tara works full time as a reg-
istered nurse.  The couple and their new baby live in
Camarillo, Calif.

Ben (’05) and Shannon (’06) Block joyfully announce the
birth of their twins, Josiah Douglas and Hannah Joy, on May
18, 2008. Josiah weighed 2 pounds, 15 ounces and Hannah
weighed 2 pounds, 8 ounces. They were born at 28 weeks.
Both are miracles from God! The Blocks are moving overseas
in September to serve the Lord.

Jeremy (M.A. ’07) and Crystal Penn welcomed their new
baby daughter, Riley Savannah Penn, born on Nov. 18 in
Clinton, Iowa. 

Deaths
Mayreld Ramquist (’34) Parker, 100, passed away on Jan.
27. Mayreld was born in 1908 in Seattle, the fifth of seven

children. She pursued
education throughout her
life, attending the Bible
Institute of Los Angeles,
University of Washing -
ton, Western Washington
Coll ege of Education, San
Fran cisco Theological Sem -
i nary and New York Uni -
versity. She spent 58 years
in missionary work and
teach ing in southeast
Alaska, including posi-
tions as pastor’s wife, lay

pastor, teacher and director of Christian education. Mayreld
is survived by many family members, including great-grand
nephews and nieces Shea Ramquist (’05) and Elizabeth
Ramquist (’04, M.A. ’06). 

Margaret Hart (’38), for whom Hart Hall residence hall is
named, passed away on Feb. 12, 2009. At Biola, Margaret
was associate dean of students (1959–74) and dean of
women (1974–77). In addition to graduating from the
Bible Institute of Los Angeles, Margaret received degrees
from UCLA in 1942 and Fuller Theological Seminary in
1956. During her life, she served as director of Christian
education at three different churches. When she passed,
Margaret was residing at Mt. Miguel Covenant Village in
Spring Valley, Calif., where for many years she lived along-
side close Biola friend Ruth Fuller (nursing professor at
Biola from 1968–78). Though Margaret never married and
has no immediate family still living, Biola remembers her
fondly and is saddened at the news of her death. “I knew
her to be a warm, very outgoing woman, with a deep love
for Biola and for the women who were students at Biola,”
said Ken Bascom, senior director of facilities planning and
construction, who has been at Biola for 40 years. Though
Hart Hall was originally a men’s dorm when it opened in
1970, it eventually became a women’s dorm and was
named after Hart at the time of her retirement from Biola.
The dorm now houses both men and women. 

Turner Blount (’41) passed away on Oct. 29. He was 95.
After leaving Biola, Turner and his wife, Bethel (’40), went
to Arizona, where they became involved with Wycliffe
Bible Translators and Turner led a team that translated the
New Testament into Navajo. In 1956, he pioneered trans-
lation efforts among some of North America’s earliest set-
tler groups — from the Seminoles of South Florida to the
Inuit Eskimos of St. Lawrence Island. Later in life, he
worked for three years at the University of Oklahoma
before returning to Wycliffe, where he worked in various
capacities until the age of 83. Turner and Bethel received
the first Clyde Cook Missions Award for alumni. Turner’s
Biola legacy includes his son, Steve (’72), granddaughter
Talisa (’99), and daughter-in-law Boni, Biola’s manager of
conference services. 

PUT YOUR NAME IN PRINT
New job? New degree? Baby?

House? Award? 
We want to know your news. 

Send it in!  

E-MAIL
biolamag@biola.edu

MAIL
News & Notes, Biola Magazine, 

13800 Biola Avenue, 
La Mirada, CA, 90639

WEB SITE 
www.biola.edu/biolamag

Please limit your updates to 60 words
and include your years of graduation or

last year you attended Biola. 

Death announcements must be submitted
by a family member or be accom panied
by a photocopy of a published obituary. 

Photos must be at least 1 megabyte for digital photos.
Photo inclusion is based on space availability.  Print

photos will not be returned. 

Your update will appear in the first available issue. 
Continued on page 38

Mayreld Parker
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Lillian Ruth Doerksen (’47) passed into the presence of
the Lord she loved and served on Oct. 9 in Vancouver,
British Columbia. Lillian was the third of 10 children born
on the Saskatchewan prairie to Jacob and Elizabeth
Doerksen. While a student at Biola, Lillian heard about the
Pandita Ramabai Mukti Mission, an orphanage of 800
girls outside Mumbai. In 1948, she applied and was
accepted to work there, and for the next 38 years it was her
home. She learned to speak Marathi, became principal of
the elementary school and changed the curriculum, was
director of publicity, lobbied for funds, tangled with local
officials to found a high school, and grouped the girls
according to the names of flowers. She became mother to
21 “honeysuckle girls.” In 2004, Biola recognized her life
of service as a missionary by awarding her the Clyde Cook
Missions Award. Donations in her memory can be made
to the Maharashtra Fellowship for Deaf, P.O. Box 30080,
North Vancouver, B.C., V7H 2V8. 

Glen Scillian (’58) went home to be with his Lord on Feb.
12. He passed away peacefully at home with his children
present. He was 81. Glen was a World War II and Korean
War veteran. He worked as a minister for 40 years and was
senior pastor at Bay Hills Community Church in Hayward,
Calif., for 29 years before he retired in 1998. His wife,
Merrill, preceded him in death in March 2000.

Gregory Millet (’83) passed away on Feb. 20 in Cozumel,
Mexico. He was 49. Greg was born in Texas and attended
Trinity Christian Academy there before coming to Biola, where
he earned a degree in communication. Greg worked for Dell in
Indianapolis, Ind., and leaves behind his beloved family: wife,
Camille (’83), sons Micah and Noah, and daughter, Naomi. 

Jason Allen Siebert (’99) was killed in a tragic traffic acci-
dent on Dec. 6, in Long Beach, Calif. He was 32. Jason
studied vocal performance and broadcast journalism at
Biola, where he sang tenor in the Biola Chorale and the

King’s Men, and performed a lead role in one of the Opera
Theater’s opera productions. Jason worked as the manag-
er of community programs at the Orange County
Performing Arts Center for five years.

Sunny Ayn Bresin (’01) passed away on Feb. 8. Sunny was
born March 22, 1978, near St. Michael, Minn., and spent the
next 30 years joyfully singing songs she didn’t know the
words to. She loved trees and reality TV programs about
unsolved murders. She loved the beach and doing somer-
saults underwater. She loved chai lattes and taking photos of
her fish, Jean-Do Beta. She loved God and painting portraits
of her friends and family. She brought her parents, Jeannie
and Richard Bresin, tremendous pride and love, and was
endlessly devoted to her sister, Lani, and brother, E.J. She
married her husband, Zack Heath, in August 2008. While
they were only wed five months when she passed, Sunny
saved, healed, touched and forever changed him, and he
loved, admired and cherished her a lifetime over.

Biola University
Graduate Admissions

13800 Biola Avenue
La Mirada, CA 90638-9987
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Actor Jack Black is known for his humor,
not his hermeneutics. But when Cali -
fornia voters banned gay marriage last

year, the film star decided to delve into the latter
— and teach fans a thing or two about proper
Bible reading. The result is “Prop 8: The
Musical” — a star-studded video that has been
viewed 4 million times on funnyordie.com — in
which Black, dressed as Jesus, enlightens a group
of ignorant, uptight Christians that they’ve been
making too much out of the Bible’s teaching that
sex between men is “an abomination.”

“It says the exact same thing about this
shrimp cocktail; Leviticus says shellfish is an
abomination,” Black says mockingly, a serving of
seafood in his hand. “Friend, it seems to me you
pick and choose.”

The video plays for laughs, but it raises a
serious question that seems to stump many both
inside and outside of the church today: Do
Christians arbitrarily “pick and choose” which
parts of God’s Word to obey? (Or, as Newsweek
put it in a cover story last December, “Most of us
no longer heed Leviticus on haircuts or blood
sacrifices. … Why would we regard its condem-
nation of homosexuality with more seriousness
than we regard its advice, which is far lengthier,
on the best price to pay for a slave?”)

The answer really isn’t as complicated as
some make it out to be, said Clinton E. Arnold,
chair of the New Testament department at Biola’s
seminary, Talbot School of Theology, and vice
president of the Evangelical Theological Society.

“It’s not a matter of picking and choos-
ing,” he said. “It’s a matter of understanding
the distinction between the old covenant and
the new covenant.”

In short, the Levitical laws were part of the
old covenant, and were given to Moses specifical-
ly for the nation of Israel, Arnold said. When
Jesus instituted the new covenant, the old
covenant was made “obsolete” (Heb 8:13);
Scripture makes it abundantly clear that Christ is
the “end” of the Law (Rom 10:4) and has “abol-
ished” the Law (Eph 2:15), he said.

Quite simply, the church is not Israel, and
the Mosaic Law is not intended to regulate the
Christian life, Arnold said. Rather, Christians are
to live according to the new covenant, as laid out
by Jesus and the apostles in the New Testament.

That’s a concept that many Christians don’t
fully grasp, said Robert Saucy, distinguished pro-
fessor of systematic theology at Talbot. Many
times, believers make the mistake of trying to
divide the Mosaic Law into categories — salvaging
the “moral” laws (such as those that pertain to

ABOUT  THE  B I B LE

Moses, Shellfish and the Church
Do We ‘Pick and Choose’ When to Obey God’s Laws?

sexuality or divorce), while discarding “civil” and
“ceremonial” laws (such as those that pertain to
diet or animal sacrifice), he said.

“I think it’s impossible to divide them into
different categories,” Saucy said. “The Jews saw
613 commandments in the Law and they never
separated them into three segments. … Christ -
ians are simply not under the Mosaic Law.”

Of course, that doesn’t mean that the Law
serves no purpose for believers. For example, just
because an adult is no longer under the childhood
bedtime rules set by his parents, that doesn’t
mean there wasn’t a valuable principle behind
them to guide his life, Saucy said.

“He may not have to go to bed at 7 p.m.,
but he knows that he can’t stay up until 4 a.m.
every day and expect to be successful and
healthy,” he said.

In the same way, Christians ought to look for
the principles behind the different Old Testa -
ment laws to discern what they say about God’s
unchanging holiness, he said. An essential part of
this is to understand what the rest of the Bible
teaches, especially in the New Testament, he said. 

Homosexual behavior, for instance, is
clearly shown throughout the rest of Scripture
to be inconsistent with God’s will — whether in
Genesis or in Paul’s letters, Saucy said.

“You find it as a running theme throughout
the Bible,” he said. “If you didn’t have it any-
where else, and you didn’t have strong implica-
tions from creation, and all you had was Leviticus,
then it would be a more difficult question.”

Dietary laws, on the other hand, shouldn’t
indicate to us that certain food was inherently evil
in God’s eyes — only that God wanted the nation
of Israel to be distinct from surrounding pagan
nations and their customs, Arnold said. This is
confirmed by Jesus’ declaration in Mark 7 that all
food is clean, and by Peter’s vision to “kill and
eat” unclean food in Acts 9. 

“God’s holiness doesn’t mean that he hates
shrimp,” Arnold said. “The ban on eating shell-
fish was a way of keeping Israel distinct from the
nations. But we’re no longer the nation of Israel.
We’re the church. And there’s no longer a need to
be distinct by old covenant symbols like circum-
cision or food laws.”

In other words, Jack Black may want to stick
to comedy. – Jason Newell

In “Prop 8: The Musical,” Jack Black suggests that if Christians really believed the Bible, 
they wouldn’t eat shrimp cocktail.



If you own a rental property, you know  
that property management can be  

a headache — one that you don’t  
necessarily want to deal with  

throughout your retirement years. 

By transferring your property to Biola  
through a Charitable Remainder Trust,  

you can end your days as a landlord  
and o�entimes earn more monthly income than  

you currently receive in rent, all while  
avoiding tax penalties.

A Charitable Remainder  
Trust allows you to:

Receive a steady income for the rest of your life

      Obtain an immediate charitable deduction  
on your income taxes

  Avoid the capital gains taxes you would pay  
if you sold the property on your own 

       Support the mission and work of Biola 
University when the trust’s term is complete

To learn more about creating a Charitable Remainder Trust with Biola, contact Jackie at the Office of Planned Giving:

    E-MAIL                        TOLL FREE                         WEBSITE

gift.planning@biola.edu   I   800.445.4749    |   biola.edu/giftplanning

TR ADE YOUR RENTAL PROPERT Y 
for retirement peace of mind.
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